PROTOCOL ON CULTURAL COOPERATION

BETWEEN THE
MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
AND THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN CAPACITIES OF HUNGARY

FOR

2016 -2018
In order to implement the Treaty on Cultural Cooperation ratified between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of the Republic of Hungary on 19 April 1995,

· driven by the common intention to improve and strengthen the ties of friendship and cultural cooperation between the two states,

· considering the outstanding role culture plays in mutually learning about the nations of the two countries and in the way the two nations interact with each other,

· confirming our support of the process for Moldova's accession to and integration within the European Union, in particular with regard to culture, 

· driven by the intention whereby the Parties could mutually benefit from the new possibilities vested in Moldova's status as an associate member to expand their cooperation,

· expressing the shared interests of the cultural and creative personalities of the two countries, and based on the understanding that cultural relations can strengthen mutual understanding and confidence,

the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Moldova and the Ministry of Human Capacities of Hungary (hereinafter the Parties) have agreed as follows:

Article 1

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

1.1. The Parties shall build on their cooperative relationship established in recent years and shall pursue the strengthening of the cultural presence in both countries. 

1.2. In the frame of the Protocol, the Parties shall promote direct cooperation among the art experts of the two countries: their professional organizations and the associations of relevant creative artists in literature, fine arts, music, dance, theatre and any other creative and performing arts, cinematography, book publishing, museums and collections, as well as any additional fields in culture and arts. 
1.3. Based on possible conclusions derived from their effective internal regulations, the Parties shall motivate the actors of the cultural sphere to establish direct relations, implement their long-term cooperative projects and develop the relevant sponsorship contribution.

1.4. The Parties shall prompt the exchange of art experts and delegations. The financial and logistical aspects regarding these exchanges will be concluded by the interested stakeholder institutions of each Party and will be introduced in special contracts.

Article 2

CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS

2.1. For the sake of cooperating and acquiring practical knowledge and experience, the Parties shall further encourage the participation of each other's intellectual and creative artists and cultural experts to local and international conferences, seminars, symposia, cultural workshops, theatre, dance, and music festivals, competitions and any other international cultural and art events in their country. 

2.2. The Hungarian Party recommends the following international festivals to the Moldovan Party:

a) Budapest Spring Festival;

b) International Child and Youth Theatre Biennial, Kaposvár;

c) "ThealterInternational" International Meeting of Free Theatres, Szeged;

d) International Dance Festival, Pécs;

e) Budapest SoloDuo International Dance Festival;

f) Budapest Armel Opera Competition and Festival;

g) "Mediawave" International Film and Music Festival, Komárom;

h) National and International Contemporary All Arts Meeting, Veszprém;

i) International Bartók Seminar and Festival, Szombathely;

j) Budapest International Music Competition;

k) BélaBartók International Choir Competition and Folklore Festival, Debrecen; 

l) Budapest International Choir Competition;

m) International Drawings and Graphics Biennial, Győr;

n) Budapest Design Week;

o) Festival of Folk Arts, Budapest;

p) Summerfest International Folklore Festival, Százhalombatta.

2.3. The Moldovan Party recommends the following international festivals to the Hungarian Party:

a) International Music Festival“Mărţişor”;

b) International Festival of Opera and Ballet „Maria Bieşu”;

c) International Music Festival „J. Bach”;

d) International Music Festival „NopţilePianistice”;

e)  International contest of young performers „Eugen Coca”;

f) International Festival of Theatricalism „BITEI”;

g) International Puppet Gala;

h) International Festival of Film and Theatre Schools “ClassFest”;

i) International Biennial of Painting;

j) International Biennial of Engraving. 
Article 3

COOPERATION IN LITERATURE AND BOOK PUBLISHING

3.1. The Parties shall encourage each other to organize cultural days and weeks in each other's countries, including presentations and exhibitions, book exhibitions and fairs, and presentations in any other form of the results achieved.

3.2. The Parties shall encourage cooperation between the societies of authors of the two countries.

3.3. The Parties shall urge the translation of literary works to each other's language. 

3.4. The Parties shall welcome exchanges and cooperation among their publishing institutions. 

3.5. The Parties shall promote their publishers' participation in international book fairs held in their countries.

3.6. The Parties shall encourage professional cooperation among libraries in Hungary and Moldova.

Article 4
COOPERATION IN CONSERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE AND PROTECTING CULTURAL ASSETS
4.1. The Parties shall encourage relations and cooperation between the two countries for the protection of cultural assets, moreover, in the frames of their effective internal legal regulations, they shall begin to launch professional relationships among experts who work in protecting the cultural heritage of the two countries, partnering and managing the heritage while raising awareness of cultural diversity.

4.2. The Parties shall encourage cooperation in research on and protecting the already built national cultural heritage, monuments, monumental sites etc., the exchange of experts and experience, and knowledge transfer. 

4.3. In the frames of their effective internal law, the Parties shall encourage the exchanges of specialists and publications, the cooperation between museums, the access to digital archives of the two countries, and they shall examine the possibility of hosting exhibitions. The specific discussions shall be held between the public collections involved in making preparations for the art exhibition. 
 Article 5

COOPERATION IN CINEMATOGRAPHY
5.1. The parties shall encourage the participation of film professionals in state and internationally organized movie events and festivals.

5.2. The Parties shall encourage the joint organisation of film days and weeks.

5.3. The institutions involved in the promotion of cooperation in the cinematography domain will act in the frames of their effective internal law.
5.4. The Hungarian Party recommends the below film festivals to the Moldovan Party:

a) Hungarian Film Week, Budapest;

b) International Fine Arts and Scientific Film Festival, Szolnok;

c) Animation Film Festival, Kecskemét;

d) Jameson CineFest International Film Festival, Miskolc;

e) Titanic International Film Festival, Budapest;

f) MEDIAWAVE International Film and Music Festival, Komárom;

g) BuSho International Short Film Festival, Budapest;

h) Budoku - Budapest Festival of Documentary Films, Budapest;

i) Verzio Documentary Film Festival, Budapest.

5.5. The Moldovan Party recommends the below film festivals to the Hungarian Party:

a) International Documentary Film Festival "Chronograph";

b) International Animation Film Festival "Anim'est";

c) International Festival of Film and Theatre Schools “ClassFest”.

Article 6

COOPERATION IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

6.1. The Parties shall encourage cooperation in amateur and folk arts, and in particular:

a) workshops for the joint introduction of amateur and folk artists and their creative communities, as well as workshops for the creation of joint works and productions;

b) the propagation of each other's cultural and linguistic traditions and values;

c) professional cooperation in relation to the preservation of intellectual cultural heritage, and the exchange of experiences of communities preserving their heritage and the organisations responsible for their support;

d) the exchange of experiences of professional organisations supporting the citizens' out-of-school, who are self-motivated, self-educating, cognitive, cultured or education-centred, which typically occurs in cooperation with communities;

e) the participation of amateur and folk artists and their creative communities which preserve intellectual cultural heritage at exhibitions, festivals and fairs. 

6.2. The Parties shall encourage the following in relation to cooperation in the area of cultural and community-based society and economic development: 

a) the exchange of professional experiences of organisations carrying out community development and education processes that strengthen the citizens' thinking and acting in communities, of communities involved in these development processes and of the leaders of settlements affected by these types of processes;

b) the exchange of professional experiences of organisations that manage the individuals and community development, with the help of arts, of persons and communities who live in poverty and exclusion, of communities involved in development processes and of the leaders of settlements affected by these types of processes;

c) the exchange of professional experiences of organisations generating settlement and regional development processes, including developments in cultural tourism, creative industry and other cultural developments relying on local resources (natural and built environment, elements of intellectual and cultural heritage, folk art and other community traditions, active citizens and their communities).

Article 7

GENERAL PROVISIONS

7.1. The Parties shall, while respecting the principles of mutuality and reciprocity, support the exchange of professional delegations, subject to their financial possibilities.

7.2. The delegating Party shall inform the receiving Party about the delegation group, the travelers' personal data, any wishes during their visit and the language(s) to be used during the negotiations, two (2) months before the arrival of the delegation at the latest. The receiving Party shall respond within one (1) month of the acknowledged receipt of the above information.

7.3. The delegating Party shall notify the receiving Party about the exact time of arrival and departure and the flight number after the confirmation of their reception and two (2) weeks before their arrival at the latest. 
Article 8

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

8.1. As regards the exchange of delegations and experts, the delegating Party shall cover the travelers' international travel costs up to and from the capital of the receiving country and the transportation cost of their personal luggage. 

8.2. The postal delivery charges of any printed materials, technical documents, guides etc. that are to be sent for carrying out the programs under this Work Plan shall be financed  by the sending Party. In relation to organizing film weeks in each other's countries, the costs of transporting the copies and media of the film productions shall, in line with the general practice, be financed by the sending Party.

8.3. The costs relevant to international events shall be covered as follows: the Parties shall bear their costs themselves for their attendance at international conferences, art events etc. organized in the other Party's country. 
Article 9

FINAL PROVISIONS

This Protocol shall enter into force on the day it is signed and shall remain in effect until 31 December 2018.
If, during the implementation of this Protocol, either Party requires any modification of or addition to the current provisions, the Parties shall discuss through diplomatic channels.

Signed in Budapest, on ……………. 2016 in 2 copies, each of them in Romanian, Hungarian, and English, all versions being equally authentic.

In the case of the appearance of misunderstandings in interpreting this Protocol, the English version shall prevail. 
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