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29 November 2016 
Dear Secretary General,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 29 November 2016 (your reference SG(2016)0320) which reads as follows:

“In order to further strengthen the relationship between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (hereafter, NATO) and the Republic of Moldova;

Referring to the request from the Republic of Moldova that NATO establish a NATO Liaison Office (hereafter, NLO) in Chisinau;

Recalling the Wales Summit commitment to extend Defence and Related Security Capacity Building Initiatives to the Republic of Moldova, and the re-affirmation of that commitment in the Warsaw Summit Communiqué;

I have the honour, with the aim of establishing such NLO in the Republic of Moldova and creating the appropriate conditions to enable it to function properly, to propose the following:

1.
NATO shall establish a NLO, to be located in Chisinau.  The NLO shall facilitate, support and enhance the Republic of Moldova’s participation in all cooperation activities between NATO and the Republic of Moldova, including activities within the framework of the Partnership for Peace Programme, the Individual Partnership Action Plan, Defence and Related Security Capacity Building, the Planning and Review Process, as well any other mutually agreed activities.   

2.
In discharging its mandate, the NLO may, inter alia: liaise with Moldovan authorities, in particular those responsible for defence and security issues; promote
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 political dialogue and practical cooperation between NATO and the Republic of Moldova;  and provide and coordinate advice and assistance to the Moldovan authorities in aid of  implementing NATO cooperation programmes and activities.   The NLO may establish contacts with Moldovan civil society organizations and the media, and shall conduct public diplomacy activities to increase awareness of NATO and NATO – Moldova cooperation.  Further, the NLO may liaise with NATO embassies in the Republic of Moldova, in particular the NATO Contact Point Embassy, as well as with Partner embassies and international organizations, including on bilateral and multilateral cooperation programmes.

3.
The Republic of Moldova shall accord to the NLO the full privileges, immunities and facilities granted to a diplomatic mission established in the Republic of Moldova, in accordance with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations done on 18 April 1961.

4.
NATO, its property and assets, wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal process except in so far as in any particular case the Secretary General, acting on behalf of NATO, may expressly authorize the waiver of this immunity.  It is however understood that no waiver of immunity shall extend to any measure of execution or detention of property.

5.
The Head of the NLO and other civilian or military staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO to exercise their functions in the territory of the Republic of Moldova, other than nationals or permanent residents of the Republic of Moldova, together with the members of their families forming part of their households, shall be accorded the full privileges, immunities and facilities equivalent to those granted to diplomatic agents accredited to the Republic of Moldova, in accordance with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, done on 18 April 1961.

6.
The Head of the NLO and other military and civilian staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO to exercise their functions in the territory of the Republic of Moldova, other than nationals or permanent residents of the Republic of Moldova, are exempt from taxes and may import goods for personal use and for the use of the members of their families forming part of their households, free of any restrictions and/or any taxes, duties or other levies of whatever nature, in so far as these privileges and immunities are not already accorded under paragraph 5 of the present agreement.

7.
Other officials performing administrative and technical functions, together with the members of their families forming part of their households, other than nationals or permanent residents of the Republic of Moldova, shall enjoy the privileges, immunities and facilities granted to members of the administrative and technical staff of diplomatic missions accredited to the Republic of Moldova, in accordance with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, done on 18 April 1961. 

8.
NATO shall notify Moldova’s Mission to NATO of the assignment of the staff referred to in paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 of this agreement.

9.
NATO staff and experts employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO and temporarily present in the territory of the Republic of Moldova for the execution of the tasks or functions on behalf of NATO shall enjoy during their presence in the territory of the Republic of Moldova the privileges, immunities and facilities mentioned in paragraph 7.

10.
Locally hired staff performing administrative and technical functions who are nationals or permanent residents of the Republic of Moldova shall be subject to the Republic of Moldova’s national legislation.  Notwithstanding this provision, locally hired staff shall enjoy immunity for words spoken or written and all acts performed by them in the exercise of their official functions.

11.
On arrival in the Republic of Moldova, the Head of the NLO, other civilian and military staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO, and officials performing administrative and technical functions, other than nationals or permanent residents of Moldova, together with the members of their families forming part of their households, shall be issued diplomatic identity cards or identity cards for administrative and technical staff, by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova which, where required, shall facilitate the fulfilment of possible visa requirements. The vehicles of the NLO and those belonging to the individuals mentioned in paragraphs 5 and 7 of the present agreement shall be issued standard diplomatic license plates.

12.
The Government of the Republic of Moldova, through its authorities, shall facilitate visa and customs requirements for NATO staff and experts.  This shall include the right to freely transfer currency in and out of the country, as well as to import and re-export such equipment as is necessary for the work of the NLO on a duty-free basis. 

13.
Without prejudice to privileges and immunities applicable under other relevant legal instruments, it shall be the duty of the Head of the NLO, other civilian and military staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO, other officials, and NATO staff and experts temporarily present in the territory of the Republic of Moldova to respect the laws and regulations of the Republic of Moldova. They shall not practice for profit any other professional or commercial activity in the Republic of Moldova.  They shall also refrain from any other activities incompatible with the nature of their duties.

14.
The premises of the NLO shall not be used in any manner incompatible with the functions of its Head, the civilian and military staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO, other officials, or NATO staff and experts, as defined by this agreement.

15.
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall propose to NATO specific office space for the NLO, fit for purpose, and located within the premises of a mutually agreed Moldovan institution.  The proposed office space shall promote easy access by and to the relevant Moldovan civil and military authorities.  

16.
The precise venue of the NLO, and the modalities of giving effect to the preceding paragraph, may be agreed in a separate document which, once concluded, shall be considered as part of the present agreement.

17.
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall take all necessary measures to ensure adequate security and safety for the NLO and its premises, together with its Head, the civilian and military staff employed by, assigned by, or attached to NATO, other officials, and the members of their families forming part of their households, as well as NATO staff and experts temporarily present in the Republic of Moldova.

18.
NATO reserves the right to implement, at its own cost, such additional security measures as it deems appropriate for the security of the premises occupied by the NLO, or for the security of the NATO civilian and military staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO, other officials, the members of their families forming part of their households, as well as NATO staff and experts temporarily present in the Republic of Moldova.

19.
The NLO may fly the NATO flag and use the NATO emblem. NATO and the competent authorities of the Government of the Republic of Moldova shall consult each other about such placement.  The Head of the NLO, military and civilian staff employed by, assigned by or attached to NATO, other officials, as well as other NATO staff and experts temporarily present in the territory of the Republic of Moldova to carry out their tasks or functions on behalf of NATO may wear their military uniforms during the period of such assignment.

20.
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall provide the NLO with the necessary information as may help to achieve its mandate set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this agreement.  Access to classified information shall be provided in accordance with the Security Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and NATO, signed 28 October 1994.  The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall take steps to facilitate and expedite arrangements necessary for the release and exchange of classified information.  The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall also facilitate access to central and local authorities, military interlocutors, and senior government officials, and where such access is to secured premises, shall facilitate and expedite such access.

21. 
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall exempt NATO Funded Projects, including their assets, income and other property (whether held by NATO, a Recipient, or any other person on behalf of a Recipient) from:

a. All direct and indirect taxes; neither NATO nor a  Recipient will, however, claim exemption from taxes and payments which are connected with charges for public utility services;

b. All customs duties and other charges and quantitative restrictions on imports and exports in respect of articles imported or exported in relation to or in support of a NATO Funded Project; articles imported under such exemption shall not be disposed of, by way of either sale or gift in Moldova, except under conditions approved by the Government of the Republic of Moldova; and

c. From all customs duties and other charges or quantitative restrictions on imports and exports in respect of publications relating to a NATO Funded Project. 

22. 
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall permit NATO and Recipients to contract directly for the acquisition of goods, services and construction projects from any source within and outside of the Republic of Moldova in respect of NATO Funded Projects.  Such contracts, goods, services and construction projects shall not be subject to the payment of duties, taxes, value added tax or other charges in the Republic of Moldova.  Goods, services and construction acquired under this provision shall not be disposed of, by way of either sale or gift, in the Republic of Moldova, except under conditions approved by the Government of the Republic of Moldova.

23.  
The Government of the Republic of Moldova shall authorize NATO and Recipients  to establish banking accounts denominated in Euros, whether in the Republic of Moldova or abroad, for the sole purpose of holding funds disbursed by NATO in respect of NATO Funded Projects. Such accounts shall be exempted from any currency conversion requirements or restrictions. 

24.  
For the purposes of paragraphs 21, 22 and 23, the following definitions apply:

“NATO Funded Project” means any project or activity, including but not limited to scientific, civil society engagement, technical assistance or academic research projects, that is funded by NATO, whether under the Science for Peace and Security Programme, a trust fund, or otherwise; and

“Recipient” means any legal or natural person, located or domiciled in the Republic of Moldova, who is the recipient of funds under a NATO Funded Project.

25.
The provisions of the present agreement shall not limit or prejudice the implementation of any bilateral agreement  or arrangement in force between the Republic of Moldova and a sending State with respect to such bilateral agreement’s or arrangement’s application to NATO Forces and NATO Personnel from such State, including personnel covered by such a bilateral agreement or arrangement, unless otherwise expressly agreed between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the sending State concerned.

For the purposes of this paragraph the following definitions apply:

“NATO Forces” means the military and civilian personnel, excluding contractors, military equipment, vehicles, vessels, aircraft and equipment belonging to the land, sea or air forces of NATO member states that are operating under NATO command and control arrangements, or in support of NATO activities;

“NATO Personnel” means the military and civilian personnel assigned or attached to or employed by NATO and its member states, with the exception of personnel locally hired in Republic of Moldova; and

“Sending State” means the respective NATO member states to which NATO personnel belong.

26.
Any dispute between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and NATO relating to the interpretation or implementation of the present agreement shall be settled by diplomatic means.

27.
The Government of the Republic of Moldova and NATO may, by written notification, propose amendments or modifications to the present agreement, and request consideration of such proposed amendments or modifications.  These amendments and modifications shall enter into force in the same manner as this agreement.

28.  
The provisions of the present agreement may be supplemented by further arrangements concluded by the duly authorized representatives of NATO and the Government of the Republic of Moldova.

29.
The present agreement may be terminated by either party by giving written notification of termination through diplomatic channels. The termination shall take effect six months after the date of receipt of the notification by the party concerned, except in respect of outstanding claims that arose before the day on which the termination took effect.

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of the Republic of Moldova, I have the honour to propose that this letter and your reply letter shall constitute an agreement between NATO and the Republic of Moldova which shall enter into force on the date of the receipt by NATO of the notification from the Republic of Moldova that the internal procedures necessary for the entry into force of the agreement have been fulfilled.  Pending the completion of such internal procedures, the Republic of Moldova shall give provisional effect to the proposed agreement set out above.”

I have the honour to confirm that the proposals set out above are acceptable to the Government of the Republic of Moldova. I have the further honour to confirm that your letter and this reply shall constitute an agreement between NATO and the Government of the Republic of Moldova which shall enter into force on the date of the receipt by NATO of the notification from the Government of the Republic of Moldova that the internal procedures necessary for the entry into force of the agreement have been fulfilled. Pending the completion of such internal procedures, the Republic of Moldova shall give provisional effect to the proposed agreement set out above.
Sincerely yours,
Pavel Filip
Prime Minister
7

