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ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL 5 


TO "rHE AGREEMENT ON AMENDMENT Of AND ACCESSION TO THE 

CENTRAL EUROPEAN fREE TRADE AGREEMENT 


Preamble 


Having in mind the M I Conclusions of 21 Novem 
importance of undertaking med deepening 
Agreement on Amendment of to I European 

Ag (hereinafter referred as "CEFTA 2006"), and taking into 
accou provisions of Articles 12, and of the 2006; 

Having to elimin obstacles r mutual in nee 
with provisions of Ma Ag blishing World Trade 
Organisation referred as "WTO"), and to progressively blish 
doser trade relations; 

Having their m I trade in accordance with 
rules and discipl WTO, whether or not they are Members of the WTO; 

king into full account: the importance of the positive contribution of trade 
facilitation to economic development; 

the role the alignment in triggering mutual 
recognition of programmes, docu and inspections among CEFTA Parties, 
as by this Additional Protocol 5 (hereinafter, the Protocol); 

Considering that no provision of this may as 
exempting the from their obligations other international 
agreements, especially the WTO; 

Having resolved ic and 
understanding among Parties; 

Acknowledging importance of international cooperation, and to 
nd regional cooperation; 

ng CEFTA Parties are determine<J to improve security in 
trade or their territories, without mpering trade 



Seeking to ~acilitate trade development through the introduction of modern forms 

and methodr of inspection; 

I 
Acknowledging the need to exchange data by employing electronic instruments 

with the arn1 of strengthening and improving the quality of risk analysis by CEFTA 
Parties; I 

Underlining the necessity of investment on information · and communication 
technologies to facilitate the electronic exchange of documents among CEFTA 

I 

Parties, as r~quired by this Protocol; 
I 

Emphasisingl the importance of a complete review to be undertaken by each 
CEFTA Party confirming the readiness of its information and communication 
technology imfrastructure for the implementation of the provisions of this Protocol 

I 

requiring th~ electronic exchange of data at the national level; 

Expressing tre readiness of CEFTA Parties to cooperate with the European Union 
I 

and other international donors willing to co-finance the necessary investments to 
cater to the information and communication technology needs of CEFTA Parties 
for the implementation of the Protocol; and 

I 

Considerin~~ that CEFTA Parties have adequate level of personal data protection; 

The CEFTA J ~ int Committee, in the presence of all CEFTA Parties, has agreed as 
follows: 

Article 1 

Definitions 


I 
For the purpqses of this Protocol: 

I 

(a) 	 "data" means any data, whether or not processed or analysed, and 
docum~nts, reports and other communications in any format, including 
electroric, or certified or authenticated copies thereof; 

(b) 	 "inspeqtions" means any operation whereby the customs authorities or any 
other irspection or control authority carries out the physical examination 

I 

or visu~1 inspection of the means of transport or of the goods themselves 
in order to ascertain that their nature, origin, condition, health, safety, 
quantit~ and value are in conformity with the particulars contained in the 
docurn~nts produced; 

(c) 	 "formaUties" means any formality to which an economic operator is subject
I 

to by 	the authorities and which consists in the production or examination 
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of documents, certificates accompanying the goods, or other particulars, 
irrespective of the method or medium employed, relating to the goods or 

the means of transport; 

(d) 	 "risk" means the likelihood of an event occurring in connection with the 
entry, exit, transit, transfer and end-use of goods moving between the 
cuStOfrlS territories of CEFTA Parties and between the customs territory of 
one df the CEFTA Parties and third countries, and the presence of goods 
not in free circulation in the territory of one of the CEFTA Parties, which 

I
jeopardises safety and security of the CEFTA Parties, the protection of 
hea'th and life of humans, animals or plants, and the environment; 

(e) 	 "risk management'" means the systematic identification of risk and 
implementation of all measures necessary for limiting exposure to risk. 
This includes activities such as collecting data and information, analysing 
and assessing risk, prescribing and taking action and regular monitoring 
and review of the process and its outcomes, based on sources and 
strategies defined by the CEFTA Parties, at the national, regional, or 
international level; 

(f) 	 "risk assessment on pre-arrival data" means risk analysis and other 
analytical activities using the data sent by the CEFTA Party of export, when 
the relevant document is accepted in the IT system of the concerned 
authority of the CEFTA Party of import, and the data for goods in tranSit; 

(g) 	 "authorised economic operators" means an economic operator established 

in onel of the CEFTA Parties, which is deemed reliable in the context of its 
customs related operations and that, therefore, is entitled to enjoy 
bene:fits in one or more CEFTA Parties; and 

(h) 	 "border" means any crossing point where goods enter into and/or exit 
from the customs territory of a CEFTA party. 

Article 2 

Scope 


2.1. 	 Without prejudice to special provisions in force under legal acts concluded 
between CEFTA Parties, this Protocol shall apply to the simplification of 
inspections, reduction of formalities to the possible maximum extent, 

exchange of data concerning the carriage of goods between CEFTA 
Parties and cooperation of trade partnership progr"ammes. 
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2.2. 	 This Protocol shall not apply to inspections or formalities concerning ships 
and aircraft as means of transport. However, it shall apply to vehicles and 
goods carried by the said means of transport. 

2.3. 	 The activities undertaken by the CEFTA Parties for purposes of the 
implementation of this Protocol shall be in line with their national 
legislation. 

Article 3 

General Objective 


In accordance with this Protocol and its Annexes, which forms integral part of the 
Protocol, the CEFTA Parties shall: 

1) simplify inspections related to all clearance procedures and reduce 
formalities to the possible maximum extent; 

2) 	 exchange data between customs authorities to the extent that each national 
legislation allows; 

3) mutually recognise the national Authorised Economic Operators' Programmes 

in each CEFTA Party, provided that both the legislation and implementation 
of each national programme is fully in line with the I-elevant EU acquis. 

Article 4 

Extension of the Scope 


4.1. 	 In order to serve the overall objective of trade facilitation and of deterrent 
security, and safety related controls, CEFTA Parties may extend the scope 
of data exchanged electronically in order to include other authorities, 
than the customs authorities, in the electronic exchange of data and may 
strengthen the cooperation between their border and other control 
agencies with respect to the following: 

a) alignment of working days and hours; 

b) alignment of procedures and formalities; 

c) development and sharing of common facilities; 

d) jOint controls; and 
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e) establish one stop border post control. 

2. In order 
and other 
customs 

Parties upon 

regional trade through 
procedures for the 

formalities, data 

simplification of customs 
of goods, and to reduce 

nged among 

4.3. CEFTA 

docu 
other 

" exchange data 
accom ying customs 

information required 

customs 
and certificates, and 

rance of the goods. 

Article 5 
Risk Management 

5.1. shall exchange 
m of: 

means of electronic m 

a) strengthening and improving 
.... "';;;00;.:0;.: of security-related 

lity of therr risk a and the 

b) ishing a common framework for risk management[ common risk 
and common priority control areas for CEFTA onal 

; and 

c) up an electronic 

CEFTA Parties. 

to implement joint risk

5.2. 

rance. 

Party shall adopt or 
by all competent 
The review of 
Co m m ittee of litation. 

a 
at 

shall annually to 

5.3. 
avoid 

Party shall n and apply risk management with a view to 
arbitrary or unjustifia discrimination between Parties 

same cond ns ii, or a disguised 
CEFTA Parties. 

on trade 

5 . Party and, 
possible, other relevant controls! on high-risk 

the release of low-risk consignments. A 
on a random nments for such rnr,rrn 

management. 

extent 
and 

a may 
as part of its 
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5.5. 	 Each shall management on an the 

risk through appropriate selectivity selectivity may 
include, alia, Harmonized System, nature and description of 
goods, country of origin, country from the were shi 

value of the compliance of and type means of 
transport. 

5.6. 	 Parties II exchange, to the maximum ble, 
statistical data the application their risk 
anc31ysis, and their inspections and criteria in the 

of 

7. 	 CEFTA Party shall confirm with other Parties, through written 
communication the Committee Trade litation, not I 
than rs this Protocol enters into force, the following 
information: 

a) 	 That the competent authorities! which are involved the nce of 
goods, have a team or unit place tasked with designi ,regularly 
reviewing and updating the risk management systemsi 

b) 	 The contact· within competent authority is 

responsible for risk management; and 

c) common or compatible ma systems their 
customs territory. 

5.8. 	 rties are encouraged adopt: procedures allowing risk 
communication among CEFTA Parties through which information 
concerning may exchanged among the competent auth 

which are involved in clearance of goods. 

Article 6 
Notifications for Enhanced Controls or Inspections 

6.1. 	 Wheil a CEFTA Party adopts or mainta a system of ing notifications 
or ,guidance to authorities, involved in the nce of 
good, for the purposes of enhancing the of controls or inspections 
the border with foods, or feedstuffs covered u 
the notification or for protecti human, animal, or plant life or 

Ith within its the following disciplines I apply with 
respect their issuance, termination, or suspension: 

6 



(a) notification 
appropriate; 

or guidance based on may ';;)';;)I..'''''U, as 

(b) the notification or guidance may 

uniformly only to those pOints of 
phytosanitary conditions on which 
based apply; 

be issued,so that it applies 

entry the sanitary and 
notification or guidance are 

(c) the or 
when ci 

guidance 

can 

shall promptly 
giving rise to it no 
add in a less 

terminated or 

mann 

(d) the notification or guidance, when a decision to terminate it or 
suspend it is madej promptly publ . The announcement 

its termination or shall in a non-discriminatory 
and Iy manner, or information shall provided to the 
exporting CEFTA Party or the economic operator. 

6.2 All notifications, as in paragraph, will be 
electronically available the websites of the competent authorities of the 

Pa issuing the notifications. Each FTA Party shall make 
available j in its national I uage in a I identifying wh 
information and/or notification shall communicated on which 
of their administrations. same list II be published in the 
Transparency 

6.3. A CEFTA shall promptly inform the ca 
detention of goods declared for importation, 
any competent authority. 

or importer in case 
inspection by customs or 

6 A may, upon 
in case first result 
upon arrival of 
finding. 

grant an opportunity a second test 
a sample, taken the competent authority 

d for importation l shows an 

6.5. A 
accessible man 

can be 
it is g 

shall publish, a non atory a easily 
the name and address of any laboratory where the 
out, or provide this information to the importer when 

opportunity provided under Paragraph 6.4. 

6. A CEFTA 
cond 
and, if 

rty shall consider the 
under Paragraph 6.4, 

shall the 

result of second test, if anYt 
and rance of goods 

such 



Article 7 

Publication of fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with 


Importation and Exportation and Penalties 


7.1. 	 The p this Article shall apply to all fees and other 
import export and other than taxes with the pu of 
Article of imposed by CEFTA on or con 
with importation or exportation of goods. 

2. 	 Information on fees and shall electronically available by 
the com authorities of each Party, and II be publ in 

nee with 1 of the WTO Agreement on Trade I 
information include and that will applied, 
reason for fees charges, the responsible authority, and 

when and how payment is to be made. 

7.3. 	 In implementation of this Article, the publ of all 
including all the details as specified by Paragraph 7. shall be 

made availab both in the language the CEFTA issuing 
the and in lish. 

4. 	 All the publications to charges, as foreseen in 
7. II be Ily available in websites relevant 
competent authorities of the Parties. ch CEFTA shall ma 
available the CEFTA nsparency ck a single in its national 
la and in Eng exhaustively identifying compiling I theI 

fees and reasons for such and charges, a the 
competent a as well as information on when how the 
payment is to made. single lists provided by CEFTA Parties shall 
be reviewed annually, and shall be promptly updated by the relevant 
CEFTA after a is in the com n of these sing 

7.5. 	 No new or a fees and charges shall a lied before an adequate 
time period la since their in urgent 
circu nces. will ensure on new or 
a fees and rges shall avail with 

ragraph 3 time period has lapsed their publ and 
application. In case of u the CEFTA rty shall the CEFTA 
Corn of Trade entry into 
force new or a reasons for u 
action. 

Each CEFTA Party shall lIy review 

view to reducing their num and d where 


7 
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periodical reviews 
of a 

Trade Facilitation by 
submitted at 
Facilitation held one 

7.7. 	 Fees and cha for 

a) 	 shall be limited in 
rendered in con 
question; and 

b) 	 are not 
provided that 
to the 

7.B. 	 For the 

competent 
goods or goods 

annually by the CEFTA 
submitted to the 

The first 
the CEFTA Com 

date of entry into force 

processing: 

amount to the approximate of 
with the specific import or export n.nar=>r· n in 

linked to a specific import or 
are levied for services that are 

ng of goods. 

rance 
as a consequence of a 

Party's customs laws, regulations, or procedural 
other law, ! or procedural requirement 
exports and 

7.9. 	 Each CEFTA shall ensure that penalties for a b 
law, ulation, or procedural requirement, or all 
or procedural uirements applicable for 
arE! im only on the person(s) responsible 
laws. 

7.10. The 	 I depend on the and 

operation, 
con 

II 	 mean 
other 

any 

of a customs 
laws, regulations, 

and transit, 
breach under its 

mstances of the 
commensurate to 	 and severity of the 

7.11. Party shall ensure that it 

(a) of interest in the 
; and 

(b) creation of an incentive 
Ity that is inconsistent with 

7. Party shall ensure 
of customs laws, 

transit, an 

measures to avoid: 

and collection of penalties and 

assessment or collection of a 
ph 7.B. 

when a penalty is imposed for a 
or procedural requirements or of all 

irements applicable to im 
in writing is provided to 
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person(s) upon whom penalty is imposed ng of the 
a the appl law, regulation or procedure under which the 

amount or penalty the been prescribed. 

7.13. 	 When a voluntarily discloses a Party's customs 
administration the nces of a breach of a customs law, 
re~lulation, or procedural requirement, or other agencies the 
circu nce of a breach of laws, or ural 
requi applicable and nsit prior to the 
discovery of breach by customs administration or by 
agencies, is encouraged to, where appropriate, consider 
this fact as a potential mitigating when establ ing a penalty for 

person. 

7. 	 The provisions this paragraph shall apply to pena on in 
tra referred to in paragraph 7.1. 

15. 	 Party shall provide that any person, to whom customs 
authorities or competent authorities the clearance of 
goods issue an the ht, within its territory, 
to: 

a) an administrative appeal to or review by an adm authority 
higher than, or independent the official or office that issued the 

; and lor 

b) 	 a I appeal or review of the decision. 

Article 8 

form.!llities Connected with Importation, Exportation and Transit 


8.1. 	 With a view to minimizing incidence and complexity of import, export, 
and formalities and to simplifying export, 
and nsit documentation requirements, while king into account 

mate policy objectives and such as changed 
circumsta nt new information, business practices, availability 

techniques and technology, international best practices, and inputs 
from interested parties( Party shall such formal 
and documentation requirements and, on results the review, 
ensure, as appropriate( such formalities and documentation 

ui are: 

(a) 	adopted and/or applied with a view to a rapid release and clearance 
of goods, rly perishable 
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(b) 	adopted and/or applied in a manner that aims at reducing the time 

and cost of compliance for traders and operators; 

(b) 	the least trade restrictive measure chosen, where two or more 
alternative measures are reasonably available for fulfilling the 
policy objective or objectives in question; and 

(d) 	not maintained, including parts thereof, if no longer required. 

8.2. 	 CEFTA Parties shall review the requirements on formalities and 
documentation connected with importation, exportation and transit not 
later than one year after this Protocol enters into force. Following the 
completion of the first review, the next reviews shall be conducted every 
two years. The CEFTA Joint Committee shall develop procedures for the 
reviews, and for the sharing of relevant information and best practices by 
CEI=TA Parties, as appropriate, within six months after this Protocol enters 
into force. 

8.3. 	 Each CEFTA Party shall, where appropriate, endeavour to accept paper or 
electronic copies of supporting documents required for import, export, or 
transit formalities by customs authorities and other competent 
authorities. 

8.4. 	 Where the competent authority of a CEFTA Party already holds the original 
of such documents, any other competent authority of that CEFTA Party 
shall accept paper or electronic copies, where applicable, from the 
competent authority holding the original1n lieu of the original documents. 
Each CEFTA Party shall confirm that the Memoranda of Understanding are 
signed between their competent authorities to secure mutual acceptance 
of paper or electronic copies of documents between competent 
authorities, as required by this Paragraph. The confirmation regarding the 
signature of Memoranda of Understanding shall be sent in writing to the 
CEFTA Committee of Trade Facilitation not later than six months after this 
Protocol enters into force. All the Memoranda of Understanding signed 
between the competent authorities and customs authorities, and notified 
to the CEFTA Committee of Trade Facilitation, shall be indicated in the 
Matrix attached to this Protocol as Annex II, as foreseen in Article 1B.1. 

8.5. 	 A CEFTA Party shall not require an original or copy of export declarations 
submitted to the customs authorities of the exporting CEFTA Party as a 
requirement for importation. Nothing in this Paragraph precludes a CEFTA 
Party from requiring documents such as certificates, permits or licenses 
as a requirement for the importation of controlled or regulated goods. 
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8.6. 	 CEFTA Parties are encouraged to use relevant international standards or 
parts thereof as a basis for their import, export, or transit formalities and 
procedures, except as otherwise provided for in this Protocol. CEFTA 

Parties shall decide the frequency of periodic reviews to be undertaken, so 
as to inform other CEFTA Parties of which international standards or parts 
thereof are used as a basis for their import, export, of transit formalities 
and procedures. The first review shall be made not later than one year 
after this Protocol enters into force. 

8.7. 	 CEFTA Parties are encouraged to coordinate their positions and take part, 
within the limits of their resources, in the preparation and periodic review 
of relevant international standards by the appropriate international 
organizations. 

8.8. 	 The CEFTA Joint Committee shall develop procedures for the sharing of 
relevant information, and best practices, on the implementation of 
international standards by CEFTA Parties, as appropriate. 

Article 9 

Common Border Procedures and Uniform Documentation Requirements 

9.1. 	 Each CEFTA Party shall, subject to Paragraph 9.2, apply common customs 
proce(jures and uniform documentation requirements for the release and 
clearance of goods throughout its territory. Nothing in Paragraph 9.2 
shall be implemented to constitute an arbitrary or unjustifiable 
discrimination or a disguised restriction between CEFTA Parties whel-e the 
sa me conditions prevail. 

9.2. 	 Nothing in this Article shall prevent a CEFTA Party from: 

(a) 	differentiating its procedures and documentation requirements based 
on the nature and type of goods, or their means of transport; 

(b) 	differentiating its procedures and documentation requirements for 
goods based on risk management; 

(c) 	differentiating its procedures and documentation requirements in 
order to provide total or partial exemption from import duties or 
taxes; 

(d) 	applying electronic filing or processing; or 

12 



differentiating and docu requirements in a 
manner consistent Agreement on Application of 

ry and Ph ry Measures. 

Article 10 
Goods 

10.1. 	 Where goods presented for import are rejected competent 
of a CEFTA Party on their failure to prescribed 

or phytosanitary or technical reg the CEFTA 
II, subject to and with its laws lations, 

....I\.HJU"';>importer to or to return the to the 
expo or another person d by the exporter. 

10.2. 	 When an option u pa ph 10.1 is given, and importer 
faits it within a reasonable period of ti competent 
authority may take a different course action in with such 

goods. 

Article 11 

TempOI'ary Admission of Goods and Inward and Outward Processing 


11.1. 	 Temporary Admission of Goods 

Each rty shall allow, as provided for in its laws 

brought into cond 


Iy, from payment and if 

are customs purpose, are 
for re-exportation within a specific and have not undergone any 
change normal depreciation and due to the use e 
them. 

11.2. 	 Inward and 0 Processing 

(a) 	 Each shall allow, as for in its laws and 
regulations, inwa and outward of goods. Goods al 
for outward may with total or pa 

duties and taxes in accordance with 
CEFTA Party's regulations. 

(b) 	 For the this Article, the term "inward processing" means 
the customs ure under which in can brought into 
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a CEFTA Party's ry conditionally rei totally 
or eligiblepartially, from payment of import d and 

duty drawback, on the basis such are intended 
manufacturing, processing, or r and subsequent exportation. 

or 

( c) For purposes this Article, the term "outward processingll 
means customs which goods, are in 
Circulation in a Party's territory I may be temporarily 
exported for manufacturing, v ..... ,""""" ng, or abroad and re
imported. 

Article 12 
Freedom of 

1. Any regu 
by a 

or 
Party f shall 

in connection with traffic in imposed 

) maintained if the circu or 
adoption no exist or if changed 
can addressed in a reasonably ava 

giving rise their 
mstances or objectives 

less trade-restr'ictive 

(b) applied in a manner that would constitute a disguised restriction on 
traffic in 

.2. in shall be conditioned upon collection any 
cha imposed in respect of nsit, the charges 

nsportation or those commensu with administrative 
lied by or with of services rendered. 

or 
for 

1 3. CEFTA shall take, or maintain any vol ry restraints or 

any similar measures on traffic in transit. is without 
existing and future national regulations, bilateral or multilateral 

arrangements to ulating transport, consistent with WTO rules. 

12.4. accord to products, which will be in tra 
through the territory of any FTA Party, treatment no 

rable than which would accorded such products if they 
were being transported from place of origin to their 
without through of other CEFTA 

12.5. requirements, and customs controls in 
connection with in I not more burdensome than 
necessary to: 

14 



a) identify goods; and 

b) ensure fulfilment of '~ransit requirements. 

12.6. goods have been put under a tra procedure and 
to proceed f'rom the point of origination in a Party's 

territory, they will not subject any customs charges nor 
unnecessary delays or restrictions until they conclude their the 
point of destination within rty's territory. 

12.7. 	 CEFTA shall not apply nical regulations conformity 
assessment procedures within the meaning of WTO on 
Technical to Trade goods in transit. 

12.8. 	 CEFTA Parties I allow and provide for advance filing and processing of 
tra documentation and data prior to arrival 

1 Once in transit customs where it the 
territory of a rty, that office mptly terminate the tra 
operation if transit been met. 

12.10. 	Where a rty requires a guarantee in the form of a surety, 
or other appropriate monetary or non-monetary instrum 

traffic in transit, such guara shall limited to 
requirements frorn such traffic in led. 

12.11. 	Once a CEFTA Party determined transit have 
beE:n guara shall be discharged without delay. 

1 	 12. Each CEFTA Party shall, in a manner with its laws and 
regulations, allow for comprehensive guarantees, wh include multiple 

for same operators or renewal guara without 
discharge for subsequent consignments .. 

12.13. Each 	 II ma publicly available the relevant information 
it uses to the guarantee, including sing transaction where 
appl ble, multiple transaction rantees. All the , as 
forE~seen in this ragraph, shall be made electronically available in the 
websites relevant com authorities of the 
CE shall ma relevant publication in national 
lan~luage and in English. The same information shall be published in the 
CEFTA 
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12.14. 	Each CEFTA Party may require the use of customs convoys or customs 
escorts for traffic in transit only in circumstances presenting high risks or 
when compliance with customs laws and regulations cannot be ensured 
throu~~h the use of guarantees. General rules applicablE~ to customs 
convoys or customs escorts shall be publish-ed in accordance with Article 
1 of the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation. All the publications, as 
foreseen in this Paragraph, shall be made E~lectronically available in the 
websites of the customs authorities of the CEFTA Parties. Each CEFTA 
Party shall make available the relevant publications in their national 
language and in English. 

12.15. 	CEFTA Parties shall endeavour to cooperate and coordinate with one 
another with a view to enhancing freedom of transit. Such cooperation 
and coordination may include, but is not limited to, an understandin~~ on: 

(a) charges; 

(b) formalities and legal requirements; and 

(c) the 	practical operation of transit regimes. 

12.16 	Any issue of cooperation and coordination, as mentioned in 
Paragraph 12.15, shall be referred to the CEFTA Subcommittee on 
Customs and Rules of Origin as a priority issue in case no other bi-Iateral 
solution has been found earlier. 

12.17. 	 Each CEFTA Party shall endeavour to appoint a national transit 
coordinator to which all enquiries and proposals by other CEFTA Parties, 
relating to the good functioning of transit operations, can be addressed. 
CEFTA Parties shall make available all the communication details of their 
national transit coordinator with each other through the Systematic 
Electronic Exchange of Data (SEED) or any other means of electronic 
communication available for all CEFTA Parties. 

Article 13 

Specific Provisions Related to Exchange of Data 


13.1. 	 Data sball be exchanged, both at national and international level, between 
customs authorities and competent authorities involved in goods 
clearance by using of the established customs-to-customs data exchange 
infrastructure in accordance with the Annex I herewith, which forms 
integral part of this Protocol. CEFTA Parties shall exchange no less data 
than that specified in the minimum list of data, without prejudice to tbe 
scope of data agreed to be exchanged bi-Iaterally between CEFTA Parties. 
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.2. All bi-Iateral data I to 	 Ily between CEFTA 
in addition to minimum list data accordance with 

Paragraph 1, II be notified by relevant CEFTA the CEFTA 
Joint m not than ree months enters 
into force. 	 any amend to thE~ notified bilateral to 

agreed CEFTA Parties The relevant 
CEFTA rties notify the a ments to the Chair office, 
who I inform all CEFTA Parties about bi-Iateral data I 

between CEFTA or amend promptly after 
of such notification. of Articles of this Protocol 

any bi- data exchange, a between Parties, 
not been notified. 

.3. The of excha across the may be different 
n the one excha at national level. 

13.4. 	 Party shall adopt or maintain lowing for the 
su of import documentation and other uired information, 
including manifests, in order to begin processing prior to the arrival 

with a view expediting the of goods upon arrival. 

13.5. 	 Each Party shall provide, purposes of lodging, 
documents in electronic format for the pre-arrival processing of 
documents. 

13.6. Party shall rrival wh are transmitted 
lIy in the risk management of all competent authorities 

involved in of goods, with a pu to concentrate their 
inspections on high-risk consignments accordance to Article 5.4. 

rties shall review scope of data nged in the mework this 
Protocol not later n two rs this Protocol enters force, with 
a view to assess whether existing scope of data exchange is 
for effectiveness of risk management of Parties both 
for trade facilitation and for deterrent security and control 
purposes. 

13.7. 	The Republic of Moldova II initiate to exchange electronically data as 
specified in Annex I regarding minimum list of data only after access 
to the Systematic Electronic Exchange of has 
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Article 14 

Security of Connection 

Pa ng national information 	 shall adjust their own 
national information resources to eXChange data using a safe Internet 
connection, applying Systematic Electronic Exchange of Data (SEED) / Virtual 
Private Network (VPN). 

Article 15 
Software and Hardwalre Complex for Information Exchange 

For purposes of enhancing interoperability, each Party, when 
implementing the provisions of this Protocol to establish the and 
hardware complex, shall: 

a) 	 form its own hardware complex, in ing and communication 
system, that provides mutual information eXChange; 

b) determine norms that specify the degree of exposure and ures for 
documentation, storage, d nation and protection of data; 

c) ensure the conformity of its electronic data exchange hardware 
for information security, in with standa of concerned 

Party; 

d) determ and implement procurement procedures for further maintenance, 
implementation, with national or other budgetary support; and 

e) 	 ensure complete, trustworthy and ti provision of data. 

Article 16 
Timing of Electronic Exchange of Information 

16.1. exchange of information II be in time and in nce 
with the ag data transfer structure, composition, format 
standards, in accordance with Annex L 

16.2. Data transfer format and shall be uniform in all 
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Article 17 

Data Confidentiality 


17.1. provided by Parties shall confidential and solely for 
purposes this Protocol. 

17.2. Without consent of the CEFTA Party providing ejata, received 
pursua to this Protocol, it shall not be transferred other 

rties. 

Article 18 
Transparency in Exchange the National level 

1. 	 CEFTA Parties II u all the necessary steps as required by their 
domestic legislation in order to ensure of data between 
customs authorities a other competent a involved in the 
clearance goods. For the purpose of transparency, arrangem 

national level, ensuring data exchange, are indicated 
a matrix to attached to Protocol (Annex II). 

18.2. 	 Parties shall update the of nda of 
Understanding/Cooperation the national level, 

in these Memoranda, by means a matrix to 
Protocol. 	Notifications of updates shall be made in written form to the 

Committee of Trade Facilitation. 

Article 19 
Electronic Payment 

19.1 	 Each CEFTA shall adopt procedures allowing the option 
of electronic payment duties, and charges lected by 
customs authorities upon importation and/or exportation. 

19.2. 	CEFTA rties shall notify to Joint Committee, not than 
one after this Protocol into in written form and in 

ish, the list p allowing electronic payments for 
taxes/ fees, and as foreseen in Paragraph .1. 
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Article 20 

Separiation of Release from Final Determination of Customs Duties, 


TaxEls, and Charges 


20.1. CEFfA Party shall adopt or In procedures allowing 
goods prior to the final determination customs d taxes, 

and if such determination is not done prior tOt or arrival of 
goods, or as rapidly as possible after arrival, and provided that all other 
import/export requirements have been met. 

2. 	 As a condition for release, Pa may require: 

(a) 	payment and charges prior 
to, or upon arrival of' goods, and a guarantee for any amount not 
determined in fOI-m of a surety, a deposit, or another appropriate 
instrument provided for in their islation; or 

(b) a guara in the form a su a deposit, or another appropriate 
instrument provided for in their legislation. 

20.3. 	 Such guarantee shall not greater than the amount that Parties 
require to ensure payment of customs taxes, and charges 
ultimately due for the goods covered by the guara 

20 In cases where an requiring imposition monetary Ities or 
has been detected, a may be uired the pena 

and fines that may be i 

20.5. 	 as set out in Paragraphs 20.2(a) and 20.2(b) 
when it is no longer required . 

. 6. 	 Nothing in these provisions II affect the right of Pa to 
examine, detain, seize ,or confiscate, or deal with goods in any manner 
n otherwise inconsistent with the the nt WTO 
Ag 

Article 21 
Post-clearance Audit 

21.1. 	 With a view to iti the of goods, CEFTA Party shall 
adopt 	 or maintain post-clearance audit to ensure compliance with 

and other 
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21.2. 	 Party II any economic operator or consignment for 
post-clearance audit in a manner, which may include 
a selectivity criteria. CEFTA Party shall conduct post-
clearance audits in a transparent manner. Where the economic operator 
is involved in the audit process and conclusive have been 
achieved, Party II, without delay, notify economic 
operator whose record is being audited, the results, the economic 
operator's rights and obligations, and the for the 

21.3. 	 information obtained in audits may be used in further 
ad or judicial proceedings. 

21.4. 	 CEFTA Parties shall use of post-clearance audits applying risk 
mcJnagement. 

Article 22 

Establishment and Publication of Average Release Times 


22.1. 	 CEFfA Parties and publishing their release time 
goods periodically and a consistent manner, using tools such 

int£;r alia, Study of the World ms Organization 
(referred to in Protocol as the "WeO"). Party may 
determine the scope and methodology of average time 
measurements in accordance with its needs and capacity. 
Party shall confirm in written form the of 
Facilitation the and methodology of release time 
measurements promptly this Protocol into force. In this 
notification, may on a transition period to 
implement this Articie. Tt1is transition period shall not be longer than one 
year this Protocol into force. 

2. 	 Parties are committed to share with the Com of 
Facilitation their experiences in measuring average release times, 
including the methodologies used, , and any 
resulting on efficiency. 



23 
P'erishable Goods1 

ng 

23.1. 	 With a view preventi ng avoidab loss or deterioration of perishable 
and provided that all latory requirements been met, 

CEFTA rty II release perishable goods: 

time; andnormal circumsta within the shortest 

(b) 	in exceptional circumstances, where appropriate, outside 
hours of customs and other com authorities. 

23.2. 	 Party priority perishable goods when 
any examin that may be req 

.3. Each CEFTA Party shall either arrange or allow eln economic operator to 
arrange for the proper of perishable goods pending their 
CEFTA rties require that fadl by the 
economic operator have been approved or designated by relevant 
authorities. movement of goods to those facil includi 
authorizations for the operator moving goods, may subject to the 
approval/ where required, the competent CEFTA rties 
shall, where practicable and consistent with domestic legislation, upon 
the request the economic operator, provide any 
necessary for to ke place at storage lities . 

.4. 	 In cases of hable goods, and upon 
written request, 

significant delay in the 
the i rty shall, to extent 

practicable, provide a commun of the reasons for the 

Article 24 

.Border and Other Agency Cooperation 


24.1. 	 CEFTA rty shall E!nSUre its competent responsi 
for border and controls and. procedures dealrng with 
importation, exportation, transit of goods, cooperate with one 
another and coordinate their in order faci trade. 

. 2. Parties shall see it that, by delegation by 
authorities and on their If, one of the other represented, 

bly the customs service, may carry inspections for which 
those authorities are responsible and, insofar as such inspections relate 

1 For the purposes of this provision, perishable goods are that rapidly decay due to their natural characteristics, in 
particular in the absence of appropriate conditions. 
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to the requirement to produce the necessary docu checks on 
validity and authenticity thereof and on identity the goods declared 
in documents. In that the authorities concerned shall ensure 
that means u for carrying out sucl1 are made available. 

3. 	 CEFTA Pa in event of being imported or entering in I 

transit, recognise the legislation and procedures to 
inspections out documents drawn up by the com 
authorities the other CEFTA Party I which certify that the comply 
with the requi of the country of import or equivalent 

in the country of export, provided that these legislation and 
proced and their implementation, are fully in line with relevant 
EU acquis. The validation of of harmon I 
undertaken accordance with the relevant procedures validation 
of EU alignment. ures of validation shall by 

Joint Committee. No recognition of the inspections and documents 
are possible before this validation, as foreseen by this Paragra without 
prejud to lateral instrument CEFTA 

24.4. 	 Where the volume of traffic so warrants, the CEFTA Parties shall see it 
that: 

(a) frontier posts are except when traffic is prohibited, so that: 

frontiers can 24 hours a day with. corresponding 
inspections and formalities in respect goods under a 
customs transit their means of and vehicles 
travelling un save where frontier inspection is ne!ce~isa in 
order to prevent the of or to protect animals; 

movement of,means of 
moving under a customs 

from Monday to Friday 
10 hours and on 

of at 6 hours, 

(b) 	as regards vehicles goods transported by periods referred 
to second indent pOint (a) shall ad in such a way as 

actual and, for that purpose, shall split or 
if necessary. 

24.5. 	 Where several frontier posts are situated in the immed vicinity of a 
given frontier zone, Pa may jOintly agree! for some of 
posts, to derogate from Paragraph 24.1, provided that the other posts in 
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that zone are able to clear goods and vehicles in with that 
Paragraph . 

. 6. As rds the frontier posts and a referred 
in Paragraph 24.1, a under conditions laid down by the 

the competent authorities I, if specifically requested during 
hours and for compelling reasons, provide inspections and 

formalities to out, as an exception, outside hou on 
condition that, where relevant, payment is made for so 
rendered. 

24.7. 	 Pa shall endeavour establish frontier posts, where 
technically possible and j by the volume of traffiC, express lanes 
reserved for goods placed under a customs transit proced their 
means of nsport, unladen, and all goods su to 
such inspections forma as do not those required 
respect of goods placed u a transit procedure . 

.S. Implementation Articles 24.4, 24.5, 24 and 7 rt two 
years this Protocol enters into without prejudice any bi
latE:ral legal acts between CEFTA Parties to agree on than this 
date. All the relevant bi I legal concluded earlier than this 
date, shall promptly notified, in form and in English, to the 
CEFfA Com of Facilitation the relevant bi-Iateral I 
acts into force. 

- Article 25 
Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) 

1. status of "Authorised Economic Operatorll 	 granted 
Party in line with Annex III of this Protocol. Suspension, 

rejection/ revocation and annul of the status of authorised economic 
operator shall done also in accordance with Annex III. The of 
AEO shall be recognised by other on condition 
implementation AEO Programmes, are fully in line with Annex . The 

of alignment and implementation each AEO Programme shall be 
va by other Parties, without prejudice to customs 
inspections/ in accordance with the relevant procedures, which shall be 
adopted by CEFTA Joint 

.2. 	 In Party, enjoy facilitations with respect all 
customs controls as specified by Annex 



Article 26 

Exchange of Informatictn between CEFTA Parties on thE~ir AEO 


Programme 


Pa ularly inform each other of the identities of their AEOs, 
the purposes of and include fonowing information: 

a) trader 
b) the name and ress of AEO; 

the number of docu gra the of AEO; 
d) 	 the current status (active, suspended, revoked); 
e) periods of cha 
f) on which certificate becomes effective; and 
g) 	 the authority which issued certificate. 

Article 
Protection of Profession-al Secrecy and Personal Data 

1. 	 data by CEFTA Parties II enjoy protection exten 
to professional and I data, as defined in the relevant 
legislation applicable in territory of the recipient Party. 

.2. 	 In rticular, this data shall not transferred to persons than the 
competent a the concerned, nor shall it be used 
by those for purposes than those provided for this 
Protocol. 

Article 28 
Notification of N<ew ·Inspections and formalities 

28.1. 	 a CEFTA rty intE!nds to introduce a new inspection or formality in 
an area other than those by this Protocol, it shall inform 
other CEFTA Parties least days prior to introduction. 

.3. The Party concerned I ensure that the measures ken to 
crossing of frontiers' are rendered inoperative through 

of such new or lities. 
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Article 29 
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Import, E)'port or Transit of Goods 

29.1. 	 The provisions of this Protocol s~lall precl bitions or 

restrictions on the import, export or transit of goods enacted by 
and justified on grounds of public morality, public policy or public 

security, protection of health and I hum anima plants 
or environ protection of national treasur~:s possessing 
artistic, historical or I value, or the protection industrial 
or commercial property. 

29.2. 	 Party II implement Article in a manner as avoid 
arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination between CEFTA Part:ies where the 
same conditions prevail, or a d uised restriction on trade between 

Article 30 
Iml,lementation Body 

CEFTA Joint Com and admin the implementation of 
this Protocol in accordance with Articles 40 and 41 of CEFTA 2006. 

Article 31 
Dispute Settlement 

In with 14.4 of CEFTA 2006, shall 
implement all the provisions is Protocol for simplification and 

pmcedures the formalities imposed on trade. 
between rties l concerning the interpretation or application of this 
Protocol, shall subject the procedure as foreseen by Article of FTA 
2006. 

Article 32 
Implementation 

CEFTA Party all take measures ensure that 
provisions of this Protocol are " ....,... ,.1". rmoniously applied, king into 
account need fad goods crossing the to ach 
mutually solutions of any out of the application of 
the provisions. 
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Article 33 

Revision 


This Protocol and its Annexes form integral part the 2006. Any 
amendment of this Protocol shall be made in accordance with Article 47 of the 

2006. 

Article 34 
Discrepancy 

In case significant ncy in mutual information exchange, CEFTA 
shall conduct I consultations to identify the within one 

month of the discrepancy having been notified l and eliminate errors 
convenience. 

Article 35 
Ratification 

.1. This Protocol is subject to ratification! acceptance or approval in 
accordance with requirements by the domestic legislation of 
each Party. The instru ratification, or approval 
shall be deposited with the Depository. 

.2. 	 This Protocol II [nto thirtieth day upon depositing 
the third instrument of or approval. 

35. For CEFTA Party that deposits its instrument of ratification, 
or approval after the of the third 

instrument of ratification,. or approval, this Additional Protocol 
5 shall into force on thirtieth day the day on which said 
CEFTA Party instrument of ratification, acceptance or 
approval. 

35.4. If constitutional requirements permit! any Party. may apply this 
Protocol provisionally. Provisional appl of this Protocol, in 
accordance with this ph, II to the Depository. 

IN WITN WHEREOF; the Pienipotentia of all being duly 
authorised thereto, have adopted this Protocol. 
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ANNEX I 


Electronic Exchange of Data 


1. 	 Simplification of inspecti(llrIs related to clearance procedyres and 
reducing formalities to the maximum extent pm.sible 

1.1. 	Data exchange betwE~Em competent authorities involved in the 
clearance of goods 

This section defines: 

a. Institutions that shall exchange data; 
b. Types of documents that shall be exchanged between <tEFTA 

Parties; 
c. Relevant international standard/model used; 

Detailed specifications of the purpose, expected a~vantages for 
governmental institutions/business community, entities, data cluster, 
trigger, interface, integration and communication layers of data 
exchange between competent authorities involved in th~ clearance of 
goods are presented in the Appendix I of this Annexe. 

Table 1.1. (1): Documents to be exchanged 

Docu anI: Issuin 

"I"yp ', ...... ' p 


1. European 
Health 
Veterinary Party of Export  Party of Import 

Union -, 

Certificate for 


VeterinaryVeterinalt'y 
Veterinary 

products of 
authority!authority' 

Certificate to 
animal origin 

National F:ood National Food 
EU 

Ministry of 
AutholrityIAuthorit", 
Ministry of 

ricultlilre riculture 
2. European Union 

Health 
Veterinary Party of Import Party of Export 

Veterinalt'y Veterinary - Veterinary 
Certificate live authority!authorit\f' Certificate to 
animals National F:ood National Food EU

Authorityl 
Ministry of 
Authorit", 

Ministry of 
ricu Iture riculture 

International 
Certificate for 

3. Phytosanitary Party of Import Party of Export 
Plant Protection 

Export 
Phytos~niltary,Phytosanitary! 

Convention 
National F:ood 
Agricultural! Agricultural! 

ISPM 12 
Authorit~f, 

National Food 
( (International 

Ministry of 
Authority! Ministry 

standards for 
Agriculture 

of Agriculture 
phytosanitary 
measures 
12 	
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rtyof 
ex ort 

4. Phytosanitary Party of Export  International 
Certificate for Plant Protection 
Re-Export 

PhytosanMtary Phytosanit:ary / 
Agricultural Convention 

authorityIMinistry authorityIMinistry 
I Agricul1tural 

ISPM 12 
Agricultu re of Agriculture 

standards for 
phytosanitary 
measures 
1 

Certificate of a 
Pharmaceutical Agency for 

Medicines 
IMinistryof 

of Import -
for Organisation 

Product (WHO) - Model 
certificate of a 

Health 

Ministry 

pharmaceutical 
roduct: 

No specificExport permit Party of Export  Party of Import 
for groups of standard / Agency for Agency fOf' 

model used medicines Medicines Medicines Ministry 
containing IMinistryof of Ith 
controlled Health 
substances 

~~------------~-----------------~----------------~------------

*Additional ProtocolS, Article 8.6.: 
international standards or transit 

and procedures, 
or parts thereof as a basis 

except as otherwise 

specifications of the Entities layer and duster 
layer 

1 

insection defines common 
1.1. ( that shall be 

the 
concerned (if any); 

• mn specifies references to the a 

• column presents the name of 
• Third column specifies whether data filed is: 

a M Mandatory; 

a 0 - Optional; 

a C - Conditional; 
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Table 1.2.(1) : Veterinary health certificate for products of 

1.1. 

1.6. 

o 

1.13. 

M 

M 
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M 
M 

Information 

2 Exact text of certification part that be between Parties is agreed and defined 
I 

on bilateral baSis (between each pair of the CEFTA Parties) and specifically for eaco of 
that require Health Certificate. Amendments of the text in the certification part shall be 
agreed on bilateral between CEFTA Parties 
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i 

Table (2): Veterinary Hec,lth Certificate for live animals 

II Part Information 
1.1. Consi nor 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
o 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
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Veter;inary health cert icate for live animals 

M 

Table 1.2.(3): Phytosanitary Certificate for Export 

for Export 

M 

M 

This is to certify that the plants, plant products or other M 
re ulated articles described herein have been ins cted an 

3 Exact text of the certification part that shall be exchanged between Parties is a@reed and defined 
I 

on bilateral basis (between each pair of the CEFTA Parties) . Amendments of the text in the 
certification part shall be agreed on bilateral basis between CEFTA Parties concerned. 
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according to appropriate official procedures and are 
considered to from the qua s by 
the importing contracting party conform with the 
current phytosanitary rements the importing 

ng partYI inciudin~J for regulated non-quarantine 

o 
M 

Table 1.2.(4): Phytosanitary Certificate for Re-Export 

[original] 
certified true co 

of which is 
that the are 

o 
o 
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Treatment M 
Chemical a o 

o 
o 
M 
o 
M 
M 
M 

the consign not been subjected to the of 
infestation or infection. 
Additional 

11. Additional Declaration o 
Disinfestation and!or Di~::.:::inc..::cfc..::ec..::c:..;:t;:..::io:..;:n~T..::...re=at=m~e..::...nc..::t____-+--+-_~'__---i 

Table 1.2.(5):Certificate on a Pharmaceutical Product 

Medicines Agency from a CEFTA 

from a CEFTA 

in the exporting (yes/no) 
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4. nt 
of the manufacture of 

M 
M 

Table 1.2.(6): Export authorisation for groups of medicines containing 
controlled substances 



regional and 

M 
o 
o 
o 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
IVI 

M 
M 

1.3. Common Databases alnd Central 

Additional ProtocolS and Annexe I provide legal base for the creation 
I 

common regional and central within CE,FTA 

in the 
Sections 1. 1.2 and 2. this Annexe I 

nisms as 

II 
the I of common 

bases and I that blish~d during 
implementation the Additional ProtocolS. 

In addition to the pOint··to-point exchange 

Institutions which shall provide hosting of 
central services are CEFfA or Regional 
Secretariat In the Regional Cooperation Council 
provide hosting the regional databases and centra'! services, a 
Memorandum Understanding will be between CEFTA 
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Secretariat and Regional Cooperation Council Secretariat to regulate the 
rights and obligations with regard to the hosting. 

Table 1.3.(1): Common Databases 

1. Disseminating information on 
companies having AEO status: 

- Details of companies 
- CEFTA Party who certified 

authorisation 

2. Database of 
unsafe / 
noncompliant 
products detected 
on the CEFrA 
market. 

Prevention of the distribution / placing 
on the market of unsafe products in 
intra CEFTA Trade, such as: 
1) products that are not in compliance 
with the technical regulations; 
2) list of products that are in 
compliance with the technical 
regulations, but are dangerous for the 
public interest, life of people, animals 
and plants; 
3) list of products which import isn't 

L--L______________-L~e=r~m~it~tE~:~j;______________________~__~----------

Customs 
A~ministrations 

C(j>mpetent 
A~thorities 
in~olved in the 
clearance of 

I
qods 

PWblic Access 

Table 1.3.(2): Central ServicE~s 

~~~~£=~~~~~~~~-~-L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. Regional 
database of 
issued licences 

Storing of data on issued licences by 
the competent authorities and 
certified laboratories (on basis of the 
functional and other technical 
specifications of the EU TRACES, 
similar regional database and 
supporting IT solution shall be 

L--L______________-L~cr~e~a~t~e(D________________________~~--------~ 
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Determination of the means and obligations of exch~nge of data 
between customs authorities to extent that eclllch national 
iegisiati()n allows 

1. 	 data exchanges that are currently supported by bilateral 
Protocols (MoUs) 

Previously established 	 excha betw~en 

Administrations the in the Western kan ion are 
by bilateral Protocols (Memoran of Underst~nd ). These 

MoU shall in force and II still repr'esent I bare already 
blished bilateral Customs-to-Customs electronic data exchange. 

The purpose of specifications in Annexe I is to unify 
specifications from the MoUs, on of Template of 
Utility Block ( in the Appendix II), which is offijially accepted 
by the Ily Networked (GNC), the initiative the World 
Customs (WCO). 

With rrival from rations 
(from the Party of export to the during 

implementation of the Additional Protocol Party 
Customs authority) will establish additional secure data excha links 
with all other (nona Pa ThiSCt>mmunication 
infrastructure will the backbone d;ata nge 

Parties. 

2.2. Detailed specifications of the data cluster layer: 

The following 	 the common list of from 
declarations will be exchanged between CEFTA 

Table 2.2.(1): Common data .!;et from the Export Declaration 

SAD . . i ~ata Field 

Box '. . 


Reference Number 

Box 
P1 

Box 22 
P2 

Box 29 

Currency 

Invoice Amount 

Customs Border Office 

Total a 

Customs 
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Box 21 
Pi 

._ escription 

Whether 
container 
Truck 

lates 
Trailer number plates 

Ina 

number 

are not refrained to only the above specified 
common data set from the Export Declaration. CEFTA Parties may 
agree wider data to excha on bi I 

Geographical extensicm: 

The Customs Administration of Republic of Moldova may be 
included in in line with specifications presented in 
the Appendix . As the Republic of Moldova does tave common 
frontiers with other Pa specifications relate~ the 
arrival data excha the SEED will only be appl ble. 

2.4. 	 Areas for extension of data exchange between Customs 
Administrations: 

data exchangE~ between Customs Administratipns may be 
extended to cover the following needs: 
a. 	 all results of analysis and c~ntrols of the 

consignment (reasons for execution the control, Hsk indicator, 
result of the control); 

b. 	 Data nge on VAT refunds at frontiers; 
c. 	 exchange on scanner (x-ray) images of controlled 

trucks/containers; 
d. exchange on Applications for Actions and Infringements; 
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3. 	 Mutual recognition of national AEOs Programmes 

Detailed technical specifications for Mutual nition of AEOs Programmes 
are written on of the weo's Utility Block for AEO Mutual 
Recognition Agreement and are presented in the Appendix III of the Annexe 
1. 

This common data (listed in alphabetical order) 
to Mutual Recognition of AEO which will be exchanged b¢tween eEFTA 
Parties: 

Table 1: Data fields for the MR of AEO 

·Jl)o ain values;. rem rks 
i The of :0 1 

T e 
AEO TIN 

"ALIAS" TIN 
certificate. 

"Alias" TIN by the 
"Lodgement" partner to any 
"Granted" AEO TIN in case 
/I Lodgement" pa cannot· 

assigned by the 
artner. 

AEO N 

== 

· Identification by 
• the "Granting partner 

"Alias" TIN as~igned by a 
"Lodgement" ~artner a 
"Granted" AEd TIN 

City name of AEO 
--------------+-~----~~"~-----~~ 

Acron ms 
It is the date of the 
validity period of the AEO TIN. 
Together with Date 
data item, it the full 
picture of th(: validity that the 

TIN may during its 
lifecycle. 

R= 
Optional 

I a = Alpha, n 
i = dt 

d 

l--------~------"----------~~=~~~~--~
i Extraction Type 

I Full name 

End 

42 



Other 

time 
Sending 
organisation 

I - 3166 alpha 2 code 
! the partner the 
• record. 

Sequence number data excha 
result of extraction 

Short name Short name of the AEO. 

I 

rt date to define the 
the validity period of 

an TIN. 
Together the Date 

it provides the full 
picture the val ity of a 
particular va that 
described item have 

from 

is 
a 
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Code 

Identifier 

Transaction 
identification 

Codes for specific 

Unique 
authorised 

. all by the competent 
linked to the 

Values: EOOOQl == Failed to 
insert, record !already 
exists, E00002 = iled to 
update, does not 
exist, W00003 Failed to 
d record\ not 
exist, IlOOOl i= Record 
updated l but n cha 
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4. final provisions 

4.1. Ownership of the data exchange ":V4r:ra 

This owner of once system IsI 

implemented. 

Additional Protocol 5 is implemented and electronic data 
system relevant bases is in 

The ownership of data stored in the + databases" in each 
Party will belong to CEFTA concerned,! which has 

respect protection rules as specified in the Article 11 of 
Additional Protocol 5; 
The owner of stored in common data and c~ntral services 
will be Customs Administration of CEFTA 

4.2. Maintenance of the data exchange system 

This section how maintenance will be organised, m 
is implemented. 

Additional Protocol 5 is implemented electronic excha 
is in 

Maintenance of common I services will be 
u the responsibility of the CEFTA orl Regional 
Cooperation Council the RegionJ, Cooperation 
Council will provide maintenance the regional 

and central a Memorandum of (jnderstanding 
will signed between the CEFTA knd Regional 
Cooperation Council to regulate rights obligations 
with regard the 

- Maintenance of the hardware and communication ~quipment for 
national and bilateral (Party-to- rty) communicationl lin will be 
under the responsibility of the Customs Administrations of the CEFTA 

I 
Parties or other com national authority witt' appropriate 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure. 
Each Pa I identify responsible leT and 
communicate their contact auth technical in 
all CEFfA rties, as other national institutions involved 

data exchange; 

The bility 
and/or to the common 

red each 
or the Regional L.U'lJjJ,,,,' Council 

Secretariat. case, the Regional Cooperation Council ,,-.::;u-rQ" "" will 
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provide maintenance regional and crntral 

a Memorandum of Understanding will signe~ between the 
Cooperation !Secretariat 
with mkintenance. 

nce of the modules for nge between 
Parties has to Region; 

4.3. Amendment of the Annexe I specifications 

This defines how technical specifications (primarily the one 
the list of documents, data common databases) will 

be / updated of Protocol 5. 

After adoption of the Additional Protocol specifi9ations of this 
I mig be amended through the relevant structures. 
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Appendix I - Simplification / facilitation of inspections Utility Block 

Preface: Specifications the to Annexe I of ithe Additional 
Protocol 5 are based on World Customs Organisation's (WCO) for 

Utility (UB), more specifically UB's Summary of the Globally 
Networked Customs (GNC) initiative. 

PURPOSE 	 Sending of data from certificates ns' / approvals I 
licences) issued by the relevant authoritIes (techn 
agencies) from CEFTA Party of Export t~ the relevant 
authorities of CEFTA Party of port of goods. 
Authorities of Party Import will use received 
data to: 
• Perform analysis other analytic measures in 

(prior the arrival of goods); 
Speed,-up procedures and formalities for lissuing the 
Entry Import (decisions I approvals 

ENTITIES 

DATA 

/ I to the 
Advantag(:;s are ex[)ect:ea 
governmental authorities of 

following 

• SPS 

• 
• 

tra 

following authorities of the 
• (CPoE) of goods will send to competent 
the Party Import (CPoI): 

• 

• 

• 

Phytosan ryauthority; 
Veterinary authority; 
A enc 

Ith for live anim~ls 
Veterinary Health for products of ani 
origin 
Phytosa nita ry 
Phytosanitary 

on a Pharm 
permit for groups of 

controlled substances (1) 
psychotropic substances! 3) 
containing precursors) 

medicin~s containing 
na d 2) i 

4) medicines 
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LAYER 

INTERFACE / 
INTEGRATION / 
COMMUNICATION 

Moment of 
cI 
Part 

of documents specified in the d 
by the authorised institution of 

Connection between involved authorities of 
Parties is goi to be established in the following way: 

• 

Custo SEED+ (SystematiC 

Internet, a 
Phytosa 
Market 

) network will be used as a 
exchange; 

exchange shall 
h Virtual Private 

Agency for 
authorities 

SEED+ 

systems of these 
Netwol-k provid~: 

Markup Language 
schemes definition in Web 
Definition Lang (WSDL). 
The security of I ngE~d 

additionally by an asymmetric 
(using digital security certificates, 

shall 
encryption 

by 
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GOVERNMENT 

ADVANTAG 
FOR BUSIN 
I 

LEGAL 

Systematic and a 
Customs Docu ments ( 
Declarations, TIR and 

and Transit 
Simplified 

including the ror'nFr 

between Customs Admin 
accompanying docum 
crossings of empty trucks) 
of the CEFTA with following purposes: 
.. To enable sending 

initiation of the 
Party (from the 

I data at the 
ure in the pa 
of Departure -

• 

.. 

• 

.. 
• 
.. 

with following 
Speeding up 

res 
rty of import; 

pre-arrival data using 
ing of alarms to 

of smuggling and strengthening 

corruption; 
'Risk analysis' of the 

of overall techn 
Administrations of the CEFTA 

.. Promotion and improvement of 
between Governmental 

and benefits for Economic 
Acceleration of 
leg trade; 

of the 

Appendix II - SEED Utility 

PU 


ADVANTAGE FOR 


FRAMEWORK 
AND 

Additional Protocol 5; 
Agreements• Customs Mutual Admin 
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COMPLIANCE 
 lateral Protocols on data exchange ing, 
i alla, the bilateral of data b~ exchanged); 

• 	 Information excha is in compliance with protection 
leg and the data will remain secured 
res ective s stems 

in 

rE-N-T-I-T-l--LA-Y-E-R----j-C-u-s:...;.t=o:...cm...:::s=J~dministrations of the CEfTA Parties: 

BUSIN 


Administrations of Export, and Import, having the 
following 

Admini!stration of Departure (AoD): 
providing PRE-ARRIVAL and data 
receiving automatic d ing from the 
(ENTRY) of a point;; 

• 	 Administration of Arrival (AoA): 
providing EI\JTRY , 

autom data matching results; 

receiving alarming notifications on received 

ARRIVAL and on dyna Iy defined Risk 

Criteria; 


1. Speeding up of entry and import procedures 
• 	 At moment of EXPO clearance in the Customs 

ministration Departure (AoD), from 
accepted Declaration will through the 
SEED++ to the Administration I (AoA) and 
used 

ing-up Customs formalities, point of 

• 	 Speeding-up of issu 

dE~fined the ta 

inceptions; 


• 	 :::'[)E::eaing-up im clearamce the final 
destination goods; 

2. Analysis and Alarming 
• 	 the beginning of 

Administration of Depa re 
Customs procedure in 
(AoD), data fmm the 

• 

accepted customs ment will be sent through the 
System to AoA and for hSk analysis and 

of a 
AoA CEFTA Party is a 
II send information from 

declaration to the S System 
h S System to 

rty as PRE-ARRIVAL data to 
of alarms. 

Matching 

Party, the 
hational 

the data will 
neighbouring 
for risk analysis and 

Party AI and i 
are being 

rules: 
of Departure 

ng 
ort 
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http:rE-N-T-I-T-l--LA-Y-E-R----j-C-u-s:...;.t=o:...cm


DATA 

B acts as the Administt'ration of Arrival 
the CDPS sends infor ation from 

Import or Transit declaratio! to the 
whereby the procedure for automatic data 

SEED+ shall 
following 
1. SEED+ 

NeTS 
domain: 
Organisation 
New Com 

2. SEED+ 
based all WCO 

3. SEED+ 

for Transit Declarations, as well 
from the national and c:ommon 

based on WCO DM (World Customs 
Model) and NCTS ( ropean Union 
Transit System); 
for Export Declarations: data model 
and EU ECS (Export System); 

Import data model 
based on WCO DM EU ICS (Import System) -
this will 
transmitted 

4. SEED+ 
UNECE (United 
eTIR data model; 

5. SEED+ 
6. SEED+ 

bouring CEFTA 
for TIR carnets: 

Economic Com 

for ATA carnets; 
Simplified U ......... oCI'... 

doc,ument (Invoice); 

will not be 

model based on 
for Europe) 

accompanying 

SEED+ Tr:ucks; 

1. procedure 
Departure. moment of 

acceptance Document Single 
Administrative Docu (SAD), Transit SAD, carnet, 

mplified Procedure accompanying docurl]1ent. data 
will be used for ing-up of customs and inspection 

ures and risk ana /generation of alarms. 
2. : ending the ms procedure in the ministration 

Departure. At the of confirming I of the 

3. 

TRIGGER 


truck the exit Office 
Administration and of the 

bouring data 
for 

: the com 
Administration of Arrival. 

Customs Docu ments 
will be used r autom'atic campa 
received from neighbouring 

arture AoD. 
I messages 

are based on 
INTERFACE 
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re accompanying documents; 

Lang 
Services 

M 

INTEGRATION 
 Customs + has "point-to-multipoint" top0logy, wh 
means that participating Customs Adminjstration will 
have its own 5 + node, connected with the respective 
SEED+ in a all other CEFTA Parties. 
SEED+ node Id Ily integrated into 
Customs IT and connected with other 
applications th Service Bus CESS) and 
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Appendix III - Mutual Recc)gnition of Authorised Economic Operators 
Utility Block 

STAKEHOLDERS 

AND 
COMPLIAI\lCE 

an 
(MRA); 
To ena of partners to grant 
all other rties in which both 
implementation of national programme is 
the 
Streamlined for exchange of 
use of this same approach for all 
which a subscribes; 

to AEOs of 
and 

Ily in line with 

• and 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

.. 

bilateral AEO MRAs 
Parties, promoti all the foreseen benefits across the 
geographical footp the bilateral AEO ~ (better 
control targeting, as a direct result of more 
automated risk ana 

bilateral AEO M with h h 
reuse and therefore red in the costs 

lementation. 
Transparency and of the AEO granted 
by CEFTA 

Parties are com to 
bilateral AEO MRA and to grant 

(facilitation,! lower risk 
export and imlport, expedited 
and predictable 

on the Trader 
to be used with 
reco nition of 

Protocol Sf 
partners; 

mpliallce - the must ensu1e 
information exchanges and all related data comply with the 

protection legislation of each Party; thiat the 
secured in their systems and is 

synchronised across of all irlvolved 

. The availabil cainsfeowrmhaetrleion is 
measures are defined, in . 

information would not for the processing a 
notification or ration. 

to the contracting Party (its 
) to the bilateral MRA. It is important 

partner will in two distinct roles: 
"Grantin " role: As 

PURPOSE 

ADVANTAGE 
GOVERNM 

ADVANTAG 
FOR BUSIN 
/ 



.. 

AEO 
eval 

supporting 
bilateral 
bilateral 

to a trader, performing 
this AEO . 

and 

in 

.. certified as an nting" 

• the trader lodging a 
ration to the "Lodgement"l partner making 

status and the st~tus of his 
partners. 

The bilateral MRA process choreographs of 
information partners. The two 
included in order to illustrate the end-to-end 

noted that the first pillar 
interactions. 

detailed rules rnr,,--o 

.. (CEFTA 

.. Requirements 
o AEO information; 
o 	 the as one of the supporting participa in 

end-to-end process; 
o 	 Customs tra in the "Lod 

partner; 

BUSIN 

o the risk analysis in the "Lodgementfl 

o AEO Identity Ma 
process by 

and, in particular, ng 

o the nature and 
and statistical 

The compliance of all 
WCO standard 

I 

partner; 
of data exchange, monitoring 

rrn,Qrc of the bilateral ~EO MRA to 
is al MAJOR 

of two fu ctional 

.. "Granted fl AEO information; 

.. "AI TIN between ranting" rtner and the 
"Lod 

TRIGGER LAYER The AEO MRA features three 
interactions between the 

raphing the 
the following 

S4 




I COMMUNICATION 

I 

AEO information from "Granting" 
The options are: 

• 

"Push" of "Granted" AEO information and of 
"AI TIN between the nting" pa 
"Lodgement" for those cases 
have lig TINs; 
"Push" of "Granted" from the "Gra rtner the 
"Lodgement" partner when partners have TINs; 
"Pull" of "Granted" AEO information by "Lodgement" 
partner from the ranting" partner, which req TII\J 

uage (XML) schemas in Web 

using 

INTERFACE 

following three options in 

• nted" information is sent from 
and the TIN is returned 

"Lodgement" partner, for those cases that 
have misaligned Ns; 

• When rtners have ned TI "Grante9". is sent 
from "Granting" partner to the "Lodgerryent" partner; 

• "information is acq directly by 
"Lodgement" pa from "Granting" partner. 

It a provides the nical in Markup 



ANNEX II 


MATRIX Of MEMORAN Of UNDERSTANDING SIGNED BETWEEN 

CUSTOMS AUTHORI'TIES AND COMPETENT AUTHORITIES RrEGARDING 


ELECTRONIC EXCHANGE Of DATA 


National 

tary 
Authority 

Veterin Nation National Nation 
ary al Authority al 
Authori for Transp 
ty Author Pharmaceu art 

ity Author 
. Prod • ity 

~Jspect 
'Oin 

os: signi 
DA: Date application 



ANNEX III 

Authorised economic operator 

I 

GRANTING E STATUS OF AUTHORISED ECONOMIC OPrERATOR AT 
THE NATIONAL. BY EACH CEFTA PARTY 

Article 1 
Application and authorisation 

1. 

authorised operator. 

CEFTA a 
for the 

who 
status of 

customs 
authorities 
monitoring. 

if 
authorities shall, followi 
necessary, grant 

consultation 
which 

with 
s 

other com 
II be subject 

shall the following 

) of an a operator for simplificatio 
which shall enable the from certain Si~plifications 
accordance with (AEOC~ simplifications); 
or 

(b) that of an and that II 
the to security and (AI:OS 

( both types of authorisations referred in paragraph 2 may held at 
same time - Customs simplifications/security safety). 

to nted both an AEOS 
authority com to take shall 

one combined authorisation. 

Article 2 
ranting of 

for the of the authorised operator 
following: 

(a) absence of any or repeated infringements of 
legislation and taxation including no recqrd serious 

criminal offences to the economic of the appl 
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(b) 	the demonstration by the applicant of a high level of contrctJl of his or her 
operations and of the flow of goods, by means of a systerr, of managing 
commercial and, where appropriate, transport records, which allows 
appropriate customs controls; 

(c) 	 financial solvency, which shall be deemed to be proven where the 
applicant has good financial standing, which enables him pr her to fulfil 
his or her commitments, with due regard to the charact,eristics of the 
type of business activity concerned; 

(d) 	with regard to the authorisation referred to in point (a) of ,Article 1(2) of 
this Annex, practical standards of competence or] professional 
qualifications directly related to the activity carried out; and 

(e) 	with regard to the authorisation referred to in point (b) of ,Article 1(2) of 
this Annex, appropriate security and safety standards, Jvhich shall be 
considered as fulfilled where the applicant demonstrates tlhat he or she 
maintains appropriate measures to ensure the security an1. safety of the 
international supply chain including in the areas of physicall integrity and 
access controls, logistical processes and handling of sPEtcific types of 
goods, personnel and identification of his or her business partners. 

2. 	 Each CEFTA Party shall determine the procedures for requesting and granting 
the status of authorised economic operator, and the legal ~ffects of this 
status. 

3. 	 The customs authorities shall monitor the conditions and icriteria to be 
fulfilled by the AEO authorisation holder. They shall also monittor compliance 
with the obligations resultin£1 from the AEO authorisation. Whe~e the AEO has 
been establ.ishe.d for. less th.an three years, th.e customs a~thorities shall 
closely monitor It dUring the first year after grantlllg the AEO stjatus. 

Article 3 

Compliance 


1. 	 Where the applicant is a natural person, the criterion laid down in Article 2 
(1a) of this Annex shall be considered to be fulfilled if! over th~ last 3 years, 
the applicant and where applicable the employee in charge of fhe applicant's 
customs matters have not committed any serious infringement or repeated 
infringements of customs legislation and taxation rules and have had no 
record of serious criminal offences relating to their economic aqtivity. 

Where the applicant is not a natural person, the criterion laid I!:lown in Article 
2 (la) of this Annex shall be considered to be fulfilled where, bver the last 3 
years, none of the following persons has committed a serious ihfringement or 
repeated infringements of customs legislation and taxation rUI~s or has had a 
record of serious criminal offences relating to his economic activity: 

(a) the applicant; 
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(b) 	 the person in the applicant or exercising control over 
management; 

(c) 	 the employee in char~le of the applicant's customs 

2. 	 the criterion in Article 2( ) of this Annex may be 
considered to be fulfilled where the customs authority compet~nt to ta the 
decision an n~~ement of minor importance; in relation to 

number or of the related operations/and the customs authority has 
no doubt as to the good faith of the appl nt. 

3. 	 Where the person to in pa raph b) is biished or has his 
in a third country, the authority compete~t to ta the 

decision shall assess fulfilment of the criterion referred to ip Article 2(la) 
of this on the basis of records and information that are available it. 

Where the applicant established for than 3 years, the customs 
authority com ke the decision shall assess the fulfilment of 
criterion referred to in Article 2(la) of this Annex on bf the 

information are availa it. 

Article 4 

Satisfactory system of mail1aging commercial and transport records 


1. 	 laid down in Article 2(lb) of this Annex shall be considered 
following conditions are 

(a) the applicant mai an accounting which consitstent with 
generally accounting principles applied in ~ember 
where the accounts are held, allows audit-based customs control and 
maintains a historical record of data that provides an audit trail from the 
moment the data enters the file; 

(b) 	 kept by the applicant for purposes are Integ in the 
accounting system the applica or allow cross checks M information 
with accounting system to be made; 

(c) 	 applicant allows the customs authority physical to its 
accounting systems and, where applicable, to its 
transport records; 

(d) 	 applicant allows customs authority 

accounting systems and, where applicable, to its 

transport records where those or records are kept 


(e) the appl nt a logistical system which identifies goods domestic or 
foreign goods and ind where ap their locatioh; 

(f) the applicant an administrative nisation which corre$ponds to the 
type and of business and which is ble for management of 
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and internal ca of 
ng and correcting errors and of and det~cting iI 

irregular 

) where applicable, applicant has proced 
the handling of licences and authorisations granted in 
commercial policy measures or relating to 

(h) the applicant has satisfactory for the archiving of its 
records inform and inst loss of 
information; 

(i) 	 icant ensures that employees are instructe~ to inform 
customs authorities r compliance difficu are ~iscovered and 
establ informing the customs authorities such 
difficu 

(j) 	the applicant appropriate security measures in ce 
a icant's computer system from unauthorised intrusion secure 
the appl documentation; 

(k) 	where applicable, applicant has satisfactory procedures in place 
ndling of import and export licences connected to p1~hibitions 

restrictions, including measures to nguish spbject to the 
prohibitions or restrictions from and measures to ensure 
compliance with those prohibitions restrictions. 

2. 	 Where the applicant appl only for an authorisation as an orr,ron ic operator 
authorised for security and as in 1(2b) of this 
Annex, requi laid down in paragraph lee) shall apply. 

Article 5 
Financial solvency 

1. 	 criterion laid down in Article 2(1c) of Annex shall be 
fulfilled applicant complies with the following: 

(a) 	the icant is subject to nkruptcy 

(b) during the 3 years ing the submission of application l 

applicant fulfilled financial obligations ing of 
customs and all duties, or cha es which are collected 
on or in connection with the im or export goods; 

(c) 	the applicant demonstrates on the basis of the information 
lable for the last 3 preced subm application 

that he sufficient I standing to meet and fulfil 
his commitments having regard to the type business 
activity I includ havinSi no net they can 
be covered. 
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2. 	 If appl has established less than 3 years his financial 
solvency as referred to in 2(lc) of this Annex shall c~ecked on the 

of records and information that are availa 

Article 6 

Practical standards of competence or professional qualifications 


1. 	The criterion laid down in Arti 2(ld) of this Annex shall considered 
fu if any the following conditions are 

the applicant or in charge the applicant's customs 
matters complies with one of the following standards of 
competence: 

(I) 	 a proven experience a minimum 3 years in 
customs matters; 

(Ii) a quality ndard concerning customs Fldo by a 
n ndardisation body; 

(b) 	 the applicant or person in of the applicant's customs 
matters has successfully completed training covering mS 
legislation consistent with and relevant to the ~xtent his 
involvement customs related , provided ~y any of the 
following: 

(i) a customs authority of a Party; 
eii) 	 an educational ishment recogn for pu of 

providing such qualification, by customs authorities or a 
body a CEFTA. Party responsible professional tra ing; 

(iii) 	a professio or tra association recognised the customs 
authorities CEFTA rty or accredited in the Party, for 
the purposes of providing such qual n. 

2. 	 arge of appl nt's customs matters is a contracted 
laid down in Article ) of Annex I 

to be led if the contracted is an econ9mic operator 
authorised for customs simplifications as referred in Articlel 1( of this 
Annex. 

Article 7 

Securit\f and safety standards 


1. criterion laid down in Article 2( e) of this Annex shall co~sidered to be 
fulfilled if following conditions are 
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(a) buildings to be used in connection with the operations r;elating to the 
AEOS authorisation provide protection against unlawful intrusion and 
are constructed of materials which resist unlawful entry; 

(b) appropriate measures are in place to prevent unauthoril;ed access to 
officE~s, shipping areas, loading docks, cargo areas and other relevant 
places; 

( c) 

(d) 

measures for the handling of goods have been taken iWhich include 
protection against the unauthorised introduction or e;xchange, the 
mishandling of goods and against tampering with cargo units; 

the applicant has taken measures allowing to clearly .identi~ his business 
partners and to ensure, through implementation of appropriate 
contractual arrangements or other appropriate measures lin accordance 
with the applicant's business model, that those business partners ensure 
the security of their part of the international supply chain; 

( e) the applicant conducts in so far as national law permits, security 
screening on prospective employees working in secdrity sensitive 
positions and carries out background checks of current employees in 
such positions periodically and where warranted by circumstances; 

(f) 	 the applicant has appropriate security procedures in place for any 
external service providers contracted; 

(g) 	the applicant ensures that its staff having responsibilities relevant for 
security issues -regularly participate in programmes to raise their 
awareness of those security issues; 

(h) 	the applicant has appointed a contact person competent for safety and 
security related questions. 

2. 	 Where the applicant is a holder of a security and safety certifi~ate issued on 
the basis of an international convention or of an International Standard of the 
International Organisation for Standardisation, or of a EuropeJn Standard of 
a European standardisation body, these· certificates shall be taken into 
account when checking compliance with the criteria laid down lin Article 2(e) 
of this Annex. 

The criteria shall be deemed to be met to the extent that it is e~tablished that 
the criteria for issuing that certificate are identical or equivalen:t to those laid 
down in Article 2( e) of this Annex. 

3. 	 Where the applicant is a r'egulated agent (an air carrier, ~gentf freight 
forwarder or any other entity who ensures security controls in respect of 
cargo or mail) or a known consignor (a consignor who origi~ates cargo or 
mail for its own account and whose procedures meet common security rules 
and standards sufficient to allow carriage of cargo or mail o~ any aircraft) 
and fulfils the requirements of the common basic standar9s on aviati~n 
security, the criteria laid down in paragraph 1 shall be deeme~1 to be met In 
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relation the sites and the operations for which applicant obtained the 
status of regulated agent or known co the extent that 

issuing regulated agent or known consignor status ate identical or 
equivalent those laid down in Article 2(e) this Annex. 

Article 8 

Conditions for the acceptal1ce of an application fc)r the status AIEO 


1. 	 addition to the conditions for the acceptance of an application, general, in 
order to apply the status of AEO the applicant shall s~bmit a self-

q which the customs authorities shall ma 
lable, together with the application. 

2. 	 An economic operator submit one single application for status of 
AEO covering all business establish in the 
territory a Party. 
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TITLE II 


BEN lTING FROM THE STATUS OF AEO TO 
NATIONAL PROGRAMMES IN CEfTA PARTIES 

Article 9 

regarding pre-departure declarations 

1. 	 Where an 

2. 	 Where an on 
pre-departure declaration in 
declaration, no 
be required. 

for security and safety as 
lodges on his own behalf a pre-depa 

declaration or are-export aration, 
stated in those declarations shall be required. 

If of another person who is also an AE:OS a 
form of a customs declaration or are-export 

lars n those stated in those declarations shall 

Article 10 
More favourable .....oCI.!:II ... ' ......... rding risk aSSE!SSment and control 


1. 	 An authorised economic r..n'''' ... '''1"r.. ... su to fewer physical and 
document-based controls than operators. 

2. ,or a customs 
an AEOS has lodged 

I his entry 
office of first shall, 

contr~ll notify that 
before thel arrival of the 

goods in 

That notification shall be made ava from 
the AEOS referred to in the fi subpa 
AEOS and is connected to the electronic 
referred to in the first subparagraph. 

That notification shall not be provided where it may controls to 
be carried out or the results thereof. 

3. 	 Where an AEO lodges a temporary storage dec:la 
declaration prior to the presentation of the goods 
competent to receive that temporary storage declaration 
declaration shall, where the consignment has 
control, notify the AEO of that fact. That notification 
the presentation of the goods to customs. 
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notification I not provided where it may 	 controls to 
be carried out or the thereof. 

4. 	 Where consignments by an for physical or 
document-based control, controls out as a of 
priority. 

On 
the place 

controls may be carried out at a place 
have be customs. 

than 

5. The notifications 
customs controls 

to in 
on the 

phs 2 
of the tem 

:3 I not concern 
declaration 

or the declaration after the presentation of the goods. 

Article 11 
Exemption from favourable treatment 

more favoura treatment referred to in Article of this Annex II not 
apply to controls to th levels or control 
obi national legislation of a Party. 

However, shall carry the processing, 
and controls for consignments d by an as a of 

priority. 
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TITLE III 


SUSPENSION, REJECTION, AND ANNUMIlATION THE 

STATUS OF AUTHORISED Ir:CONOMIC OPERATOR IN NATIONAL AEO 


PROGRAfttM OF CEFTA PARTIIES 


Article 12 

o:lI1I'1I'A""F~ of suspension 

l. 	 Where an AEO authorisation is suspended due to non-compliance with 
any of the criteria to in Article 2 of this An any decision taken 
with regard to that which is based on the AEO auth in general 
or on any the which led to the the AEO 
authorisation, shall suspend 
it. 

The to a the customs 
AEO shall to automatic 

suspension 

3. 	 Where a to a person who is an and an economic 
operator a for customs simplifications as to in Article 1(2a) 
of this Annex is suspended instead annulling, revoking or 
amending where: 

(a) 	 the customs authority considers that sufficient grounds for 
annulli revoking or amending n, but not yet have all I 

necessary elements to decide on the annulment, revocation or 
a 

(b) 	 the customs authority considers that for the decision are 
not I that the AEO with the obligations 

authorisation, a it is appropriate to allow 
measures to ensure the conditions or 

with the obligations; 

(c) 	 such suspension is temporarily unable 
conditions laid down for or to comply with 

imposed under to non-fulfilment of 
conditions laid down in Article ) of this Annex, his 
a shall be suspended, but his AEOS authorisation 
remain valid. 

Where a relating to a who is both an AEOS and an AE:OC is 
in accordance with ), 3(b) or due to non-fulfil of 
laid down in Article is Annex, his AEOS authorisation 

but 	his AEOC authorisation shall remain valid. 



Article 13 


Rejec1tion of an application 


The rejection of an AEO application shall not affect existing favourable decisions 
taken with regard to the applicant in accordance with the customs legislation, 
unless the granting of those favourable decisions is based on the fulfilment of 
any of the AEO criteria that have been proven not to be met during the 
examination of the AEO application. 

Article 14 


Revocation of an authorisation 


1. 	 The revocation of an AEO authorisation shall not affect any favourable 
decision which has been taken with regard to the same person unless AEO 
status was a condition for that favourable decision j or that decision was 
based on a criterion listed in Article 2 of this Annex which is no longer met. 

2. 	 The revocation or amendment of a favourable decision which has been taken 
with regard to the holder of the authorisation shall not automatically affect 
the AEO authorisation of that: person. 

3. 	 Where the same person is both an AEOC and an AEOS is applicable owing to 
the non-fulfilment of the conditions laid down in Article 2(d) of this Annexj 

the AEOC authorisation shall be revoked and AEOS authorisation shall remain 
valid. 

Where the same person is both an AEOS and an AEOC j owing to the non
fulfilment of the conditions laid down in Article 2( e) of this Annex j the AEOS 
authorisation shall be revoked and AEOC authorisation shall remain valid. 

Article 15 

Annulment 

1. 	The customs authorities shall annul an AEO authorisation if all the following 
conditions are fulfilled: 

(a) 	 the decision on AEO authorisation was taken on the basis of incorrect or 
incomplete information; 

(b) 	 the AEO knew or ought reasonably to have known that the information 
was incorrect or incomplete; 

(c) 	 if the information had been correct and complete, the decision on AEO 
authorisation would have been different. 

2. 	 The AEO shall be notified of its annulment. 
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3. 	 Annulment shall take effect from the date on which the initial decision took 
effect, unless otherwise specified in the AEO authorisation in accordance with 
the customs legislation. 
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