AGREEMENT

BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND RESEARCH OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA AND THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON RECOGNITION OF DIPLOMAS, CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES IN HIGHER EDUCATION

The Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova and the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, hereinafter referred to as Parties,

In the spirit of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of the Peoples’ Republic of China on the cooperation in the field of education, signed in Chisinau, on 20 July 2001;

Intending to develop cooperation in education and science, and to promote talent mobility between the two countries;

Desiring to create a normative basis for the mutual recognition of diplomas, certificates and degrees in higher education,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1 SCOPE

This Agreement relates to diplomas, certificates and degrees issued by higher education institutions and research institutes with degree awarding power (hereinafter as higher education institutions) under the laws and regulations of the Parties.

ARTICLE 2 HIGHER EDUCATION IN REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA AND PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

1. Moldova

According to the Education Code of the Republic of Moldova, higher education in the Republic of Moldova is structured in three cycles: bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s degrees. 

Bachelor’s Degree, cycle I of higher education

The holder of baccalaureate diploma or of equivalent study document, attesting the completion of lyceum education may attend the admission competition for cycle I, organized by a higher education institution for provisionally authorized or accredited training programmes. The normal duration of the bachelor’s degree studies is 3 to 4 years and corresponds to 180-240 ECTS credits, meaning 30 credits per each semester. 

The bachelor’s degree studies end with passing the exam and/or bachelor’s thesis/paper and issuing of bachelor’s degree diploma. 

Master’s Degree, cycle II of higher education

The holder of bachelor’s degree diploma or of equivalent study document may attend the admission competition for cycle II, master degree studies, organized by a higher education institution for provisionally authorized or accredited training programs. The duration of master’s degree studies is 1,5 to 2 years and corresponds to a total number of 90-120 ECTS credits, respectively 30 credits per each semester.  

Master degree studies end with a publically defended master’s degree thesis/paper and issuance of the master’s degree diploma.


Integrated Higher Education Studies, cycle I + cycle II 

The integrated higher education for cycle I and II can be organized in the following areas: medicine and pharmacy, veterinary medicine, architecture. 

The admission to the integrated higher education is organized concomitantly and in similar conditions for admission to bachelor’s degree studies, within the limits provided in the enrolment plan, approved by the Government.

For integrated higher education, the cumulated duration of cycles I and II corresponds to at least 300 ECTS credits (5 to 6 years of study). The integrated higher education ends with passing the exam/graduate diploma and issuance of diploma equivalent to master’s degree diploma.

Doctor’s Degree, cycle III of higher education

The holder of master’s degree or of equivalent study document may attend the admission competition for cycle III, doctoral degree studies, for the provisionally authorized or accredited programmes at doctoral schools within higher education institutions. 

The doctoral degree programmes correspond to a total number of 180 ECTS. Doctoral higher education ends with a publically defended PhD thesis, award of PhD (in the respective field), and issuance of PhD diploma by the institution organizing the doctoral degree programme.

When completing the doctoral studies without publically defending the PhD thesis, the institution that has enrolled the doctoral student issues a Certificate attesting the attendance of doctoral programme in the respective field of study.

2. China
According to the Higher Education Law of the People’s Republic of China, the Regulation of the People’s Republic of China on Academic Degrees, and the Vocational Education Law of the People's Republic of China, higher education for academic qualifications (xueli) in China includes: special course education (zhuanke), undergraduate programme (benke), and graduate programme; higher education degrees in China include bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s degrees. 

Graduate Certificate of Special Course Education (zhuanke)

A senior secondary school graduate or a student at an equivalent education level may be admitted to a higher education institution (including university, college, higher vocational school and specialized higher education school) if passing the entrance examination. The student may be awarded the Graduation Certificate of Special Course Education upon completion of two to three years of study. 

A student that fails to be admitted to a higher education institution may also obtain the Graduation Certificate of Special Course Education if passing the National Test for Self-Taught Students. 

Graduation Certificate of Undergraduate Education (benke) and Bachelor’s Degree

A senior secondary school graduate or a student at an equivalent education level may be admitted to a regular higher education institution if passing the National College Entrance Examination. The student may be awarded the Graduation Certificate of Undergraduate Education (benke) upon completion of four to five years of undergraduate education. A qualified student is entitled to apply for and be awarded a bachelor’s degree by a higher education institution that has the bachelor-degree awarding power. 

A student that fails to be admitted to a regular higher education institution may also obtain the Graduation Certificate of Undergraduate Education (benke) if accomplishing studies in an adult higher education institution or passing the National Test for Self-Taught Students. A qualified student is entitled to apply for and be awarded a bachelor’s degree by a higher education institution that has the bachelor degree awarding power. 

Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Master Level) and Master’s Degree

A holder of Graduation Certificate of Undergraduate Education (benke) or a student at an equivalent education level may be admitted to a master-degree education programme provided by a higher education institution/research institute with master degree awarding power. The student may be awarded the Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Master Level) upon completion of two to three years of study and research. A qualified student is entitled to apply for and be awarded the master’s degree.

A holder of Graduation Certificate of Undergraduate Education (benke) or a student at an equivalent education level, may also apply for and be awarded a master’s degree by a higher education institution/research institute with master degree awarding power, by means of part-time study if qualified. 

Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Doctoral Level) and Doctor’s Degree

A holder of Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Master Level) or a student at an equivalent education level may be admitted to a doctor degree education programme provided by a higher education institution/research institute with doctor degree awarding power. The student may be awarded the Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Doctoral Level) upon completion of three to four years of study and research. A qualified student is entitled to apply for and be awarded the doctor’s degree.

A holder of Graduation Certificate of Graduate Education (Master Level) or a student at an equivalent education level may also apply for and be awarded a doctor’s degree by a higher education institution/research institute with doctor degree awarding power, by means of part-time study if qualified. 

There are master + doctor programmes for some majors provided by certain higher education institutions/research institutes with doctor-degree awarding power. A bachelor degree holder may apply for and be awarded the doctor’s degree upon completion of five years of study and research.  

ARTICLE 3 ACCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR MOLDOVAN STUDENTS TO CHINESE HIGHER EDUCATION

1. The admission of Moldovan citizens is determined by the preliminary recognition and equivalence of the study documents submitted by the candidates.

2. The higher education institutions in China retain the right to determine the qualifications, grades and examination results required to enter higher education according to their own regulations.

3. A holder of baccalaureate diploma or of equivalent study document from an institution provisionally authorized or accredited in the Republic of Moldova may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a Graduation Certificate of Special Course Education or a bachelor’s degree in China on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met. 

4. A holder of bachelor’s degree diploma from an institution provisionally authorized or accredited in the Republic of Moldova may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a master’s degree in China on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met.

5. A holder of master’s degree diploma from an institution provisionally authorized or accredited in the Republic of Moldova may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a doctor’s degree in China on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met.

ARTICLE 4 ACCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR CHINESE STUDENTS TO MOLDOVAN HIGHER EDUCATION

1. The admission of Chinese citizens is determined by the preliminary recognition and equivalence of the study documents submitted by the candidates.

2. The higher education institutions in Moldova retain the right to determine the qualifications, grades and examination results required for admission to higher education according to their own regulations.

3. A holder of Graduation Certificate of Senior Secondary School or Graduation Certificate of Special Course Education issued by officially recognized education institutions in China may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a bachelor’s degree diploma or a master’s degree diploma (in case of integrated higher education – cycle I, cycle II) in the Republic of Moldova on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met.

4. A holder of bachelor’s degree from an officially recognized education institution in China may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a master’s degree diploma in the Republic of Moldova on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met.

5. A holder of master’s degree from an officially recognized education institution in China may apply for admission to an education programme leading to a doctoral degree diploma in the Republic of Moldova on condition that specific requirements of the admitting higher education institution are met.

ARTICLE 5 DISPUTE SOLUTION

Any dispute between the Parties arising out of the interpretation or implementation of this Agreement shall be settled amicably through consultation or negotiations between the Parties.

ARTICLE 6 COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS

1. The Parties shall establish a Committee of Experts for monitoring the implementation of this Agreement. 

2. The Parties shall inform each other about the composition of the Committee of Experts through diplomatic channels. 

3. The Committee of Experts shall conduct analysis on development of respective education systems, as well as on the implementation of this Agreement. 

4. The Committee of Experts can be convened for its sessions upon the request of either Party. The venue and time of the session shall be agreed upon through diplomatic channels.

ARTICLE 7 UPDATING OF INFORMATION

The Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova and the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China shall exchange information necessary for the implementation of this Agreement and shall inform each other about changes made to their respective education systems and relevant policies. 

ARTICLE 8 FINANCIAL ASPECTS

The financial support for carrying out the activities stipulated in this Agreement will be allocated according to the financial possibilities of the Parties and their legislation in force.

ARTICLE 9 AMENDMENTS

According to the mutual understanding of the Parties, to this Agreement may be introduced additions and changes that will be made in separate protocols. 

The respective protocols will enter into force in accordance with paragraph (1) of Article 10 of this Agreement and will constitute an integral part thereof.

ARTICLE 10 ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of receipt of last notification in writing, through the diplomatic channel, on the fulfillment by the Parties of internal procedures necessary for its entry into force. 

This Agreement shall remain into force for a period of 5 years, after which the validity period will be extended for the following consecutive periods of 5 years, unless one of the Parties denounces this Agreement. 

Either Party may terminate the Agreement through diplomatic channels in writing at least 6 months in advance. 

Signed in _________ on to “______”________ 2018 in two originals, each in Romanian, Chinese and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation of this Agreement, the English text shall prevail. 

	For the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova


	For the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China
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